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EilnMid fiom l/u IFealeyan Melhodkt Magazine, April, 1847. 

"MatI tell a lie to preserve my secret! I am the uathor or hd auoDTmoufl 
work. It is importaat to me Co remain UDknown as the author. I am asked if 
1 am the author j or I bid charged with being so. Ata I compelled to eoofesa? 
am I alloHad to denj y To this I replj negativelj to both enqiiirieB. I am not 
allowed, by the rules of morality, to lay what is not true, beeaase to tell the 
truth is inconvenient or disagreeable. 1 may not, therefore, deny. I may not 
say. So, when tbey ask me if it is so. But must ! say. Yet f must I confess! 
By no means. I am under no such necessity. 1 may be silent, i may refuse 
to augirer. T may put asida the enquiry. You say that (his would be really to 
confess, or at least disclose the truth j that it vould be so interpreted ; and that 
1 am, in this way, robbed of my secret. I reply, that whether my answer is 
understood as a disclosure, must depeud upou the skill with which I frame it, 
and put the question by; but that, if it is so nnderstood, lAof is a necessary 
consequence of writing an anonymous book, and then associating on familiar 
terms with acute and inquisitive friends. If I am Dot a match for them in the 
light skirmish oF collaqulal attack and defence, 1 had better keep out of (heir 
way, when I am laden with such a secret. 

Pro/esior metatlL 
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TO THE CONFERENCE OF THE PEOPLE CALLED 




' ^■-i? -•. 



Honoured and Reveriend Fisithers and Brethren, 

* . - . •*. • 

■•■■■. V 

Verj' few men who have appeared in our 
Connexion have had more evil spoken of them, or have 
been more injuriously treated by common report, than 
the eminently useful minister of God whose labours, and 
it may be added, whose trials, form the subject of the 
following pages. 

Believing that a brief and continuous statement of the 
main facts connected with his ministrations in this coun- 
try, would furnish the best evidence, and the strongest 
argument that could be adduced in his behalf, I have 
prefixed such an account — compiled from various au^ 
thentic som'ces — to a series of details and considerations 
affecting his position with regard to his own church and 
to your venerated body. 

Those details and considerations appear to my mind 
too important in their connexional bearing and character, 
to be withheld from the great Wesleyan conununity, 
whose public reputation for evangelical kindness and 
zeal for the Redeemer's glory, has been somewhat jeo- 
pardized by recent occurrences. 

Having been informed on indubitable testimony that 
the great majority of your body, at the session of 1846, 
did not possess any personal knowledge of Mr. Caughey 
or of his proceedings, and were consequently dependent 
upon report for what little information they could obtain, 
when required to vote on his case ; I may be pardoned 
for deeming this a sufficient reason for thus publicly de- 
siring to draw your attention to the facta, and arguments 
of this pamphlet. 

I remain, with sentiments of sincere respect and affec- 
tion,* your humble servant for Christ's sake, 

A Wesleyan-Methodist. 

Sheffield, May 4, 1847. 
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Page 1&, line 8, for « Slst," read " 14tb." Line 9, for " 22nd," read « 15th. 
These occur through a part of the impression only. 



[In* going through his task, the writer has had to give details respeotiDg oeoarrenoes and trans- 
aeUona which are easily misstated, either as to sequence or particulars. He has no desii^, 
neither is it to his interest, nor would ft be beneficial to any party, to state what is antme ; 
but while he is oonsdons of haviog osed his best endeaTOors to be oorreet, there reaifuis 
. still tha possibility that inaccuracies may have crept in. If such be found, the indulgence 
of the reader is solicitecl ; and should a second edition of the pamphlet be called for, the 
writer will be happy and grateful to receive, through the Sheffield Publisher, correct Infor- 
-mAtion from any parties who may deem the sutjeet important-enougbio be n atleed. 3 



PART FIRST. 

A BEIEF MEMOIE OF THE LABOURS OF THE 
EEV. JAMES CAUGHEY. 



** If God did not intend to make tbe weak things of the world confound the things 
which are mighty ; and base things, and things which are despised, and things which 
ure not, to bring to nought things that are ; be ntver would have chosen and oalled me, 
nor have sent me forth on this solemn and important tour." 

Caughey^s Letters, Vol. J., p. 106. 
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On Tbarsday^ the 29th of July, 1841^ about seven o clock in the 
evening, a solitary stranger disembarked from the American steamer, 
Britannia, at Liverpool, and took up his abode for a few days at the 
Saracen's Head hotel. ** Unknowing and unknown/'oppressed by his 
singular solitariness/' and with difficulty keeping his heart from 
sinking into painful despondency/* he occasionally ''walked from 
street to street, and from place to place/* of that populous and opulent 
seaport ; but " all were strangers, and everything was strange/' On the 
second day after this occurrence, "glad to while away an hour or two," 
and to escape from the depressing loneliness of his position, he penned 
a familiar account of his voyage from Haliiax, Nova Scotia, to Liver- 
pool ; and at the close of it, after expressing what appears to have been 
the prevailing feeling of his mind during the passage in the sentence 
which is placed at the head of this Memoir, he wrote — " What is before 
me, I know not ; hut I deeply feel there are sore trials approaching. 
My mind is very unsettled as to what course I ought to take, or 
where I should open my commission ; but my soul is calmly awaiting 
orders frcmi above. Several, times to-day I thought of going imme- 
diately into France and Italy, as this is the best season of the year 
to see those countries ; but a voice in my solitary heart seems to say, 
•' No, if you go there now, you must go alone ; for God will not go 
with you.' My heart oon3tantly replies, then if God will not go with 

me there, Qod forbid I shoujd attempt it I have some confidence 

that God is controlling and ordering my steps ; but he commands me 
fwwhere, and I am doing nothing for God here. There is nothing (0 
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be- seen thai wotUd afford me any comfort, so long as I do not see 

Ifist sinners conning hcyne to God* I close this letter in a state 

of enljre uncertainty respecting my providential path. My soul is 
Mtting at God's footstool, having no will, but referring all to him ; 
Mjiogi — ' Lord God, if thou hast sent me forth, direct my goings T " 

That stranger was James Cauohkt, and the above thoughts are 
sufficiently characteristic of the inner man, his motives, hopes, and 
feelings, to enable me, without further explanation, to proceed with a 
short narrative of his movements from the 31st of July, 1841, to the 
Sritish Conference of 1846. His great object will be more fully seen 
a/» the narrative proceeds. 

At the time of Mr. Caughey's arrival, the English Conference was 
fitting at Manchester, and, after much prayer, on the afternoon of the 
tame d^y on which he penned the reflections before quoted, he went 
over to Manchester and stayed three days, on the last of which he at- 
tended the uttings of the Conference, being permitted to do so on send- 
ing in his ordination parchments and recommendatory letter. Here he 
formed an acquaintance with several of the preachers, particularly the 
Rev. Thomas Waugh and the Rev. William Stewart, the former of 
vhom^ learning that he intended to visit Ireland, gave him a letter of 
introduction to all the Wesley an Ministers in Ireland. The Rev. Wm. 
Lord also gave him a pressing invitation to visit Hull. 

After dining with several members of the Conference, among whom 
was Dr. Hannah, he returned to Liverpool, Again following the 
leading impression upon his mind, he set sail for Dublin, wheie, on 
presenting Mr. Waugh*s hearty and comprehensive letter of introduc- 
tion, he was received with great kindness by the preachers, one of 
whom, the Rev. George Vance, called at his hotel, after he had retired 
to rest on Saturday evening, and engaged him to preach the next day 
at Henderick-street Chapel. 

Under the influence of sore buffetings from Satan, he went to the 
Chapel in the morning, and for the first time in Europe, opened his 
commission from John xvii. 1, ^Father, the hour is come** The 
sermon was attended by a gracious influence, and produced some ex- 
citement among the people ; for while he was hastening to another 
chapel in the city to receive the sacrament, some of the chief members 
of the congregation consulted together, and despatched two of the 
brethren after him to request him to preach again at night. When 
they overtook him, he consented, on condition that it would be agreeable 
to the preachers. Permission was readily obtained, and that night he 
preached to a large congregation with a good degree of liberty. Such 
was the eflfect produced, that it was at once resolved with the concurrence 
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of the miuislers, to hold " special services" during the week to promote 
a revival of the work of God. This was on Sunday, August 8tb, 1841^. 

Intending to leave Dublin the following week, Mr. Caughej agreed 
to preach four nights; but at the close of these services, the iHendat 
found themselves surrounded with weeping penitents, sinners being 
daily converted to God ; and it was resolved to continue the services, 
with Mr. Caugbey's co-operation, for four weeks in Henderick-street 
Chapel. When Mr. Waugh, who was superintendent of the circuit, 
returned from England, and saw the amazing work of God, he imme- 
diately sanctioned Mr. Caughey*s movements, placed the fullest con* 
fidence in him, and told him to go on in his own way. And from that 
time until .the 6th of January, 1842, he continued to bold special 
services in the various Wesleyan Chapels in Dublin. 

Mr. Caughey preached one hundred and twenty-nine sermons ivL 
Dublin, and about seven hundred persons professed to have received 
pardoning mercy. 

On preaching for the last time in Dublin, he says (Letters Vol. 11* 
page 163), — ** After sermon, about thirteen hundred persons remained 
to bid me farewell; and they intimated most significantly, that oat of 
the house they would not go, until they had shaken hands with me. 
I bore up under the excitement till I thus parted with two hundred of 
them, chiefly young converts ; but their tears and cries so affected me, 
that I could not bear it, and excused myself from proceeding, saying, 
I would imitate the converted Indian Chief, * Shake hands with them 
in my heart,' by singing — 

* Amen, amen, my soul replies, 
Pm bound to meet you in the skies, 

And claim my mansion there : 
Now, here's my heart, and here my hand, 
I'o meet yon in that heavenly land 

Where we shall part no more.' 

*' When this was over, matters became worse and worse ; I was hemmed 
in on every side. At last, two or three brethren, in mercy, undertook 
to set me free ; and they had a task. With much trouble they opened 
a small path, and through a forest of hands I gained the street ; when 
lo ! it was lined to my home at Mr. M'Comas'd. The door was sur- 
rounded with people, but some friends succeeded in pulling me into 
the house ; but even here, there was little relief, as many were inside. 
The sorrowful hearts of the people at my departure, and a deep sense 
of my own uiiworthiness and utter insignificancy, crushed my spirit to 
the very dust."* 

* See Appendix, A. 
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Oa the 7th of January » Mr. Caughey went from Dublin to Limerick, 
having received an official invitation to commence special services in 
connexion with the Society there, and remained ten weeks, preaching 
every night in the week, except Monday and Saturday. A very gra- 
cious work of God was the result, in which one hundred and thirty 
persons professed to experience the salvation of the gospel, and other 
religious communities participated largely in the benefits of the 
revival. 

A few days before he left Limerick, Mr. Caughey was invited to 
take breakfast with a number of friends in the vestry. When the cloth 
was removed, the Rev. J. F. Matthews, superintendent of the circuit 
rose, and after a short speech, presented him with a valuable patent 
lever watch^ together with an address, signed by the chairman and 
secretary of the meeting, testifying their respect and regard for him, 
and acknowledging with gratitude to God the blessed results of his 
labours. This unexpected proceeding gave rise to a scene of rather 
an amusing character ; for Mr. Caughey, in returning thanks to Mr. 
M.'and the meeting, stated that he should be most happy to receive 
the beautiful timepiece, were it not that he possessed a good one al- 
ready; but one watch, he said, was quite enough for a Methodist 
Preacher, and if the meeting would consent to receive his, and do what 
they pleased with it, he would gratefully accept of their elegant present ; 
but only on those terms. It was then resolved that Mr. Caughey*s 
watch should be presented to their worthy and excellent superintendent 
Mr. Matthews, and Mr. Caughey accompanied it with a short address; 
but he was so overcome with the unexpected kindness of the friends 
that he could scarcely proceed. He left Limerick on the 18th of 
March, with feelings of strong attachment and gratitude ; and pro- 
ceeded to Cork. 

At Cork, Mr. Caughey remained until the SOth of July. Similar 
effects were produced by his preaching here as at Dublin and Limerick. 
Tfafe word was mighty, and so prevailed, that it was with inexpressible 
sensations he saw the large communion-place filled every night with 
seekers of salvation ; and towards the close of his stay, the entreaties 
of the people that he would remain a little longer were overpowering. 
Awakened sinners took the alarm, and the general cry was " Surely he 
will not leave us when he finds himself encompassed by such a crowd 
of penitent souls." The result was that several hundred souls entered 
into the liberty of the gospel. ^ 

It had been Mr. Caughey's intention to return to England from 
Cork^ having received repeated invitations from the Rev. Wm. Lord, 
to visit Hull. Owing, however, to the wrong transmission of a letter 
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by post, his departure was delayed, and he accepted an engdgebeMt 
10 hold revival services at Bandon. ■ ' ' 

In Bandon, Mr. Caugfaey laboured from the 3Ist of July to the 
16th of October, — with great acceptance and usefulness. The revival 
advanced, however, with a slowness that distressed him, and he had 
sore conflicts with the grand adversary respecting it. On Slsptemhet 
26th, he wrote—" The congregations are tolerable, but our doings or 
sayings excite but very little interest beyond the families of Methodism ; 
why, I cannot tell. Popularity or influence over a community Is the 
gift of God ; but the Lord does not seem to deliver them into my hand, 
and I greatly fear I stepped out of the order of God in coming here 
at all. Yesterday I was much cast down and sorely buffeted by the 
enemy. I have experienced nothing like it since I left Dublin." At 
the close of. the services, however, he did not regret his visit to God*d 
*' precious people in Bandon,'' where his ministry resulted in the con- 
version of about seventy persons. 

He now prepared to sail for England, with the intention of proceed- 
ing to the Continent. After spending a weel^ in Cork, during which 
many souls were saved, he sailed for Liverpool, where he arrived on Oct. 
dOth. Here he was powerfully arrested by an influence with which he 
had long been familiar — a deep and oppressive concern for ike saU 
vation of sinners, which, though he had no official invitation to visit 
Liverpool, acted upon his mind like a prohibition to leave that town 
until he had made " an effort for their rescue." The Rev. A. E. Farrar 
was then stationed there, and to him Mr. Caughey had been introduced 
when Mr. F. was on his missionary deputatiim in Ireland a few months 
before ; and subsequently had received an invitation from him to visit 
Bristol. But, even while in Cork, he wrote, *' There is no impression 
upon my mind that I ought to visit Bristol : Liverpool is constantly 
before me. I have committed the matter to God. What is before me 
in England, I know not ; but it is sweetly and powerfully impressed, 
' He can open and no man can shut, and He can shut and no man can 
open ;' and with this, which I believe to be from the Holy Spirit, I 
rest secure and satisfied." And soon the Lord opened a great and 
effectual door for him in Liverpool. 

After having preached twice by request, and laid down a few great 
principles, which were followed by a powerful prayer meeting, " Mr. 
Farrar and his official board were unanimously of opinion, that a spe- 
cial effort should be made for a revival, and that the meetings should 
be continued in" Great Homer-street Chapel. During the first week 
but little was effected, but in the time of extremity God came down in 

power and arrested scores of sinners, surrounding the ministers and 

b3 
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l^ders with the tears and cries of imploring peuiteuts. Mr. Farrar 
" pronounced it at once a special work of God, and among friends and 
foes stood up for the revival most nobly, as did also his excellent col- 
leagues, the Rev. Dr. Beaumont, and the Rev. John H. James." From 
that time the work of God " advanced with majesty and power ;*' and 
during five months, more than thirteen hundred persons found 
peace with God. The revival services were held in both the Liverpool 
circuits, Mr. FaiTar being superintendent of the North Circuit, and the 
Rev. Wm. Atherton of the South Circuit. The colleagues of the latter 
were the Rev. Joseph Hargreaves and the Rev. Henry Chettle. The 
Welch Methodists also participated in the labours of Mr. Caughey, 
and many were the saved of the Lord among them. 
' When the Brunswick Chapel was opened for the special services, 
the prevailing opinion was, that as that wealthy and intelligent congre^ 
gation had long been considered the opponents of noise and excitement, 
a failure would be the result. But this opinion proved to be nnfounded. 
" Never," says Mr. Caughey, " have I laboured with more freedom 
and delight in any congregation, or with greater success, than in the 
Brunswick Chapel. There was little, if any, of that mean and secret 
opposition I have met with elsewhere. When there was a*^ burst of 
noise, attended with a good deal of what is considered revival confusion, 
they bore it with a noble generosity, and a forbearance that did them 
honour. They saw the distress of sinners, and sympathised with them ; 
and how peculiarly the ministers and leaders were situated ; often 
taking our part, saying, * We do not see how the meetings could be 
managed better, if the revival is to go on at all. The congregation is 
increasing, the society enlarging, classes are being filled with converted 
sinners from the world. That we needed such a visitation as this is 
quite plain, whatever the results may be; and we shall neither run 
away from this astonishing movement, nor shall we oppose it." 

Mr. Caughey took leave of the societies at Liverpool on the evening 
of the 20th of April, 1843, after taking tea with about five hundred 
friends in the school room of Great Homer-street chapel. Having 
determined to accept the urgent invitation of the Rev. Wm. Lord, then 
stationed iu Leeds, he arrived in that town on the evening of the 21st, 
and received a cordial welcome. Special services were commenced in 
Oxford Place Chapel on the 23rd of April, and were continued in the 
various Wesleyan Chapels, with but little interruption, until the early 
part of the following September. 

The labours of Mr. Caughey in Leeds were instrumental in pro- 
ducing " a great and glorious revival of holiness," In no town that 
be had previously visited did the work of entire sanctification advanc^e 
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with such swiftness, power, and distinctness. Hundreds were raised 
up to testify in the clearest manner that the hlood of Jesus Christ had 
cleansed them from all sin ; and it appeared as a distinguishing charac- 
teristic of the Leeds revival that as it advanced in power and extent, 
the numbers professing to obtain this great blessing fully equalled and 
sometimes exceeded the numbers justified. At'the close of tbe services 
upwards of sixteen hundred persons had professed justification in the 
Leeds four circuits. 

Soon after Mr. Caughey left Leeds, reports were very industriously 
circulated that a great redaction had taken place, on account of the 
instability of those who had been converted from the world. Subse* 
quent inquiry showed thai those reports were groundless ; for of the 
sixteen hundred persons converted under Mr. Caughey 's ministry, it 
was proved that about six hundred and fifty were members of tbe 
society in Leeds at the time of their conversion ; that about six hun- 
dred more were members of other denominations, or from distant 
circuits, leaving only about three hundred and fifty souls to be added 
to the Leeds societies ais gathered out of the world. The annual 
return of members to Conference, which was made up six months 
after the departure of Mr. Caughey from Leeds, more than showed 
that the preceding statistical details gave only a moderate view of the 
actual results of his labours ; as, compared with the return for 1843, 
there was a clear increase (o the Leeds societies of ^ve hundred and 
twenty^ine, — or about one hundred and eighty more than the 
"revival register" contained. That the last return (J 846) of the 
Leeds society was not only less than that of 1844, but actually under 
that of 1842, is a result that must be accounted for upon other prin- 
ciples than those which merely concern a temporary collapse after an 
extended period of revival exertions. The fact that the period of 
greatest decrease did not occur until two years after tbe close of the 
revival services, sufficiently demonstrates the truth of the above 
remark. 

Mr. Caughey left Leeds on the 13th of September, 1843, and on 
the evening of that day sailed from Hull, in company with the Rev. 
Israel Holgate, for the Continent. After a tour of &ve weeks through 
Holland, the Rhenish provinces of Germany and France, Switzerland, 
and Belgium, during which, besides recruiting his health, he obtained 
much information that would be useful in his " revival campaigns," 
he returned to Hull, having been frequently invited to visit that town 
by the Rev. Robert Thompson, Superintendent of the East Circuit. 

The revival services were commenced in Hull on Sunday, the 22nd 
of October, and after a few weeks' persevering efifort attended with soma 
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discouragement, an amazing work broke out, which continued without 
intermission during six months. The congregations were larger than 
Mr. Caughey had witnessed in England, and even on the week nights 
the chapels were often filled to overflowing long before the hour for 
preaching arrived. Every service was marked by a gracious and con- 
straining influence, and there were seasons when the power of God was 
revealed in the most astonishing manner. On one occasion, in • Waltham - 
street Chapel, during a sermon on entire sanctification, the congrega- 
tion appeared to be moved and affected in a remarkable manner. A 
breathless silence seemed to pervade the vast assembly for a lon^ season 
under the preaching; then " occasional flashes of divine power*' " were 
succeeded by suppressed sounds from diflferent parts of the congregation, 
indicating emotion^ of no ordinary character ;" and when the preacher 
reached the climax of his subject, and with fervid earnestness urged 
that full salvation should be expected every moment by faiih, — an 
extraordinary influence came suddenly upon the people ; " it seemed 
like some mighty rushing, — like the bursting of a storm of wind upon 
some extensive forest. The entire congregation was in motion ; cries 
for mercy, and piercing sujiplications for purity of heart, were heard 
from all parts of the agitated mass ; while purified souls were exulting 
in the loftiest strains of adoration." The scene was awfuL Sinners 
were amazed, and fled ; but some of them fell down beneath the power 
of God, even when at a distance from the chapel. Many, however, 
remained, and the number conveited and sanctified that night was great. 

With reference to the above wonderful scene, Mr. Caughey says 
(vol. iv. p. 80,) " My soul, full of holy awe, trembled before the 
majesty of God. Like Elijah, who covered his face in his mantle 
when the Lord passed by, I was glad (^ a place of concealment in 
the bottom of the pulpit. The superintendeut minister, the Rev. 
Thomas Martin, who was with me in the pulpit at the time, was so 
overpowered that he could do nothing but weep and adore. Thus 
it continued for about twenty -five mtnmes, when the Lord stayed his 
hand, and there was a sudden and heavenly calm, full of sunshine 
and glory." 

At the close of the services in Hull, it was ascertained that about 
two thousand three hundred peraons had obtained justification, seven- 
teen hundred of whom were from the world : the remainder being 
members of Wesleyan and other churches. The returns to Confer- 
ence for the years 1844 and 1846 show an increase in the Hull 
societies alone of nine hundred and thirty-five — the numbers for th& 
latter of these two periods ( 1845) being made up about eleven months, 
after Mr. Caughey left Hulk 
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During Mr. Caughey's sojourn in Hull, he received repeated invi- 
tations from the late Rev. Joseph Taylor to hold special services in 
the First Manchester Circuit. Before he had decided to comply with 
these invitations, however, he received a letter from that venerable 
minister, informing him that, in consequence of reports having 
reached Manchester that Mr. Caughey was not a regular minister of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, which, upon his seeking ampler 
information, had been confirmed, he was compelled unwillingly to 
" unsay" his previous invitations. This called forth from Mr. Caughey 
a letter ^explanatory of his position as a located minister " in good 
standing in the Methodist Episcopal Church," which is inserted at 
page 231 of the first volume of his letters ; and in reply to that ex- 
planation, Mr. Taylor stated his entire belief in Mr. Caughey's satis- 
factory account in all its particulars, but did not renew the invitation, 
pleading the diflSculty of checking erroneous reports in the English 
Connexion, and that the Wesleyans of England could not be made 
to understand the nature of a location as it exists in the United States.* 

Mr. Caughey brought out his first volume of Letters while in Hull, 
at the earnest request of many of his friends, being himself willing to 
atone in this way for his apparent nnkindness and want of sociability, 
in declining the numerous invitations he was constantly receiving to 
visit those who had been benefitted by his ministry. 

The last Sabbath of April, 1844, Mr. Caughey spent in Leeds, and 
])reached morning and evening in St. Peter's Chapel. All his old 
friends in the different circuits rallied around him ; God was with him in 
power; and many sinners were converted. On his return to Hull by rail- 
way next day, the engineer claimed him as his spiritual father, and, having 
prevailed upon him to ride a few miles with him on the engine in order 
to see the machinery in motion, took advantage of the opportunity to 
point out the place where, as the train was running at the rate of thirty 
miles an hour, God spoke peace to his soul, and in a moment turned 
his sorrow into joy. 

After leaving Hull, Mr. Caughey commenced special services in 
Queen-street Chapel, Huddersfield, on Sunday, May the 5th, at the 
urgent request of the Superinteudent, the late Rev. John Grooves. 
The friends in Sheffield were at the same time actively preparing to 
commence revival services there, expecting the aid of Mr. Caughey 
ou the 12th of May ; and as they had understood a sentence in one of 
Mr. Caughey's letters to imply a positive promise that he would visit 
Sheffield on that day, and had proceeded to print handbills and placards 

* See Appendix, B. 
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containing the announcement, it seemed to be imperative that the 
solicitations of the Sheffield friends should be complied with, and Mr. 
Caughey therefore left Huddersfield, with great regret, foi Sheffield, 
on Saturday, the 11th of May. During this one week at Huddersfield 
about fifty persons professed to experience the salvation of the Gospel. 

The Sheffield services were commenced on the I2th of May, in 
Ebenezer Chapel. At the first prayer-meeting, (in the afternoon,) 
although the power of the Holy Ghost was eminently present, only 
one soul was converted ; but it was the earnest of an abundant harvest. 
That night forty-two others entered into glorious liberty, and the 
revival went on with amazing energy and grandeur. The whole com* 
munity, religious and irreligious, felt the influence of the movement ; 
and all classes, rich and poor, old and young, learned and uuleamed^ 
gazed on the scene with indescribable wonder and awe. In less than 
four months more than three thousand persons professed to obtain 
remission of sins by faith in Jesus Christ, and nearly fifteen hundred 
to receive sanctifying grace. Such a work as this Mr. Caughey had 
never known in the same space of time. One magnificent scene, ex- 
ceeding in grandeur that which occurred in Waltham -street Chapel, 
Hull, is thus described by Mr. Caughey in his " Letters/' Vol. iv. 
p. 307 :— 

" On the night of Thursday, I8th instant, (July, 1844,) we were 
favoured with a roost extraordinary efiusion of the Holy Spirit, in 
Brunswick Chapel. I had that fine passage for my text : * But the 
God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ 
Jesus, after that ye have sufiered awhile, make you perfect, stablish, 
strengthen, settle you.* — 1. Peter, v. 10. I was led to lay down the 
proposition — that many are called to pass through a series of mental» 
phyfiealt 9Xi^ providential suffering s, before they are sanctified en- 
tirely, throughout soul, body, and spirit At the close of the dis* 
course, the Lord was pleased to show there was neither merit in such 
a process of suffering, nor any necessity for it, if his servants were 
only willing he should cut the work short in righteousness, and save 
them hy faith. Beholding the people much affected, I concluded to 
leave them with God, — for he bad come dowa among them in ' very 
deed* * Now, Lord,' I said, ' the people are at thy feet ; hear them ! for 
Christ's sake, hear them ! Attend to their confessions, hear their cries, 
and save them ! Save them by faith ! If th^y only beUeve that they do 
receive, they shall, on that instant, r^^ceive all, — all that is in thee ; — thy 
inouth, O Lord God. hath spoken the word ! Prayer became general 
over the entire chapel, — two thousand people were bowed as the heart of 
6ne man. What could stand before this P Neither hell, sin, unbe- 
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lief, devils, nor sinners. The power of God came down. The sup- 
plications of believers for pnrily, and the piercing cries of penitent 
sinners for mercy, filled my soul with amaze. I have witnessed a 
few scenes of the kind in the coarse of my ministry, but never any^ 
thing so universal and so tremendous ; and, at the same time, ac- 
companied with so little of anything that could be imputed to human 
extravagance ! — it was the prayer of faith in every heart, — mighly, 
omnipotent, prevailing prayer ! Twenty-four weeping but triumphant 
converts^ who had within the last twenty or thirty minutes obtained 
the forgiveness of sins, and fifty individuals who had received purity 
of heart, passed successively out of the chapel into one of the vestries, 
to dedare there what great things God had wrought within them. 
How many more received remission of sins, and purity, during that 
wonderful visitation, perhaps we shall never know till the judgment day. 

Mr. Caughey concluded his labours in Sheffield on the 8th of Sep- 
tember, and in a few days started on a tour upon the Continent, an 
account of which will form a considerable portion of the volumes he 
is understood to be preparing for the press. He visited many of the 
celebrated cities and scenes of France and Italy, gathered information 
and illuslrations for his work of " soul-saving" as he proceeded, and 
by the blessing of God, recruited his health. It is said, that when at 
the top of St. Peter's, at Rome, he lingered behind the company with 
which he ascended, and, in the privacy thus obtained, for a short 
season, poured out his soul in fervent prayer for tlie destruction of 
popery and the conversion of its benighted votaries and victims. He 
returned to England on the I5th of November, and, after spending 
a few days in London, — where he preached once in the Spitalfields 
Wesleyan Chapel, when about twenty souls were saved, — proceeded 
to Sheffield, enjoyed some opportunities of happy intercourse with 
his old friends there, and then went to Huddersfield to fulfil the en- 
gagement he made at the time the friends of that town relinquished 
their claim in favour of Sheffield. 

The Huddersfield special services commenced on Sunday, December 
the 1st, and were continued until the beginning of April, 1845. After 
a tremendous conflict with the powers of darkness, the work of salva- 
tion proceeded with signal success, and mightily prevailed against 
all opposing influences. In one of the services, a young roan, deaf 
and dumb, came under the divine influence. God first converted a 
companion of his, who could converse with him by signs, and who 
then preached Jesus to the ** dummy" with his fingers. The incident 
was deeply afiecting and interesting, and in the end the youth was 
saved gloriously. 
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At tha close of the Huddersfield "campaign/* Mr. Caiigbey'^ 
health was seriously affected ; and he was glad to seek privacy for a 
short season, with a select company of Christian friends, at Thorp 
Arch, and also at the hospitahle mansion of B. Wilson, Esq., of 
Mirfield, near Dewshury. During the succeeding two months, he 
made excursions to Wakefield, Huddersfield, Liverpool, Sheffield, 
and Hull, at each of which places many souls were saved ; and on 
the 21st of June arrived in York, to commence special services there 
on the morning of Sunday the ^nd. 

York haying heen favoured with a very extensive revival of religion 
three o^ four years previously, Mr. Caoghey, on entering upon his 
labours in this ancient city, felt a fear lest he might be stepping out 
of his right path, and lest his successes should be inferior to those he 
had experienced in some other places. Either this apprehension, or 
some other undefined cause, operated for a time with a depressing in- 
fluence on his spirit. By the middle of July, the number saved was 
about six hundred ; but, up to that time, he could seldom occupy 
more than half an hour with his sermon. " Some think," he says in 
a letter to a friend, "1 can preach, and others think the contrary; 
and I leave them to settle it among them, and so the wafk goes on." 
It is certain, however, that he soon rose above his fears. He had 
reason to feel that he was in his right place. Here was a people pre- 
pared at once to enter into his plans. He met with an almost unex- 
ampled luianimity of co-operation on the part of all the preachers on 
the circuit, together with the officers and principal members of 
the society. One sentiment seemed to pervade all classes as to the 
greatness of the work which God was working auiong them. 

Afler spending a few weeks in the smaller places of worship in the 
city, and when he had fully commenced his labours in that spacious 
and elegant structure, the Centenary Chapel, the effects of his 
ministry began to be strikingly manifest. It may also be doubted 
whether he ever rose to loftier heights of eloquence, or uttered more 
impressive appeals, than during some of the services in this chapel. 
The following remarks occur in the manuscript journal of one who 
observed him narrowly : — " On July 21st, 1845, heard the Rev, James 
Caoghey preach in the Centenary Chapel at York. The text was — 
' It pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwjEill.' Of all 
the numerous slanders that have been propagated con«emt9g thin 
e^traoiidinary man, sorely one of the most senseleM is ifaat whkli 
laya to his charge that Christ, in his preaching, is not exalted, xnd 
aomptimes not even named. I have heard most of the celebrated 
ministers of the present day, but J cannot, at this moipent, cal): to 
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tn\r\A any instance in which 1 have heard the glories' of the Redeemer 
«o magnified as in this morning's discourse. There were passages 
where the preacher inferred the divinity of the Saviour s person from 
the ])ecuIiaT manner in which some of his miracles were wrought, which 
gave me the hest idea I have ever obtained of the manner and effect of 
Whitfield's preaching, so far as they are recorded. The whole con- 
gregation seemed, in reality, to be al once * moved, as the trees of the 
wood are moved with the wind.' " 

In about three months, two thousand persons professed to have re- 
ceived good under Mr. Caughey's ministry. These included, of course, 
many from the surrounding district, and not a few from other bodies 
of Christians.* 

While in York, the second volume of his " Letters" was published, 
and had an extensive sale ; about 3,000 copies being ordered before 
it was issued. It brings down the history of Mr. Caughey's labours 
to his first Coirtinental tour. 

It was also while in York that the British Conference held its annual 
session in Leeds, at which a conversation occurred respecting Mr. 
Caughey's movements, and some of the brethren expressed a fear lest 
the irregularities which might be consequent upon the continuance of 
such an extended series of revival services, should produce disorder and 
inconvenience^if not disunion, in the connexion ; and they therefore 
recommended that Mr. Canghey should be desired to take a circuit, 
and thus place himself under Conference direction. Several reports 
to the disadvantage of Mr. Caughey were also stated in Conference, 
one of which was that he had crossed the ocean ostensibly to visit his 
mother, but up to that time had never been to see her. This, however, 
was immediately contradicted by one of the preachers, who informed 
the Conference that Mr. Caughey's motlier had been some years in 
an American grave. The Conference appeared to be unwilling to take 
any step adverse to Mr. Caughey's labours, considering the great suc- 
cess which had attended the revival services, and the high terms in 
which those who knew him spoke of his amiable and christian deport- 
ment towar^ds all the ministers of the body, and his deep piety and 
fervent zeal for (h% salvation of soals; and when, a few days after the 

' * Justified from the world, 942 ; in society, 372 ; total justified, 1 314. Sancti- 
fied, 797. Total 29041. Of thos^ justified from the world, 245 were hackslidtrs, 
tmitkf oflkem df «ic|1lt, ten, twelve, and some even twenty yearr standhig. These 
wece fHAiti^ned ai to the amsf of theif fall. Of the maksy tksm-famil» itefened 
the^i; dp.^nfi^U to intoximtwg drink $ the females f in a majority of autangaB, 
referred theirs to " marrying an ungodly partner/' or " enjgaging as senrant Jo an 
^(rreHgioUs' family.^' 

C 
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conversation above rcfenred to, the following portion of a letter from 
Mr. Gaughej was read ia open Conferenee^ the majoiity appeared to 
be satisfied with the explttiation it contained,^ though some were dis- 
appointed because it did not fix the period of his return to America. 

Extract from a leiter of Mr. Caughey, read in the Leedt 

Conferenee, 1845. 

'' I have been thinking the matter over this morning, and praying 
about it. I can say notMng more than what I have stated in the 25(h 
Letter of Vol. 1st. This, and Bishop Hedding's letter to me, must, I 
think, set my position in a satisfactory light to all candid men. 

** It is my unwavering intention to return to America ; but if the 
Lord did send me to England^ I desire to wait until He sends me 
"back again. 

" I do not at all wonder that my path is mysterious to many good 
men ; and I confess, although I know my eye is single, it is so to 
myself. And were it not that I can wiih all humility point to thou- 
sands of souls converted to God under my ministry, I would have long 
ere this wept my life away. 

" I know my meanness — my entire nothingness. My only cry is, 
God have mercy upon me a sinner. I also know my liability to err, 
and I have so often erred that it loads me to keep a very careful watch 
over my own judgement. 

" My soul is ha])py. My eyes are full, and my heart is full. 

*' I think this is my position, — I am standing ready to wing my 
flight for Heaven or to America, as my Lord may command. 

" I am not my own. My afiairs are in his hands ; I leave them 
there. And he who has so wonderfully opened my way in a strange 
land, and set me down with the princes of his people, and prospered 
me in his work so far beyond what he promised me before I crossed 
the occean ; will, in a way of his own ehoonng, call me back again. 

" God knows I wish to return ; but I dare not take the responsihiliiy : 
though I be nothing, souls immortal are of infinite value. 

*' Wesleyan Methodism shall never suffer by James Caughey. 

** I remain, ever dear Sir, 
** Your very afiectionate brother in Jesus Christ our Lord, 

** Jambs CAraHrr. 
" P.S. — Do excuse this hasty scravl. J. C. 

•* To the Rev. Danisl Walton." 

From York Mr. Caughey retired to Scarborough, to obtain a little 
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vsst; bijtt ike good people there preirailed upon lum to preach eppv^ 
Ctmes, with the hearty sanctaon of the Rev. Jo^^n Wal»h, the sppevin*- 
ieudent^ and nearly two huiidred were saved* After a ^week's slay, he 
left Scarborough on the 8ih of Ootober^ and rUited in snoces^on 
Huddersfield, Sheffield, Che&terfield (a fortnight, seren hundred and 
thirty aaved,^ Donoaster (a week, five hundred and twenty-six saved,) 
4 York (to take leave,) Huddersfield, Howley, Sheepbridge, and Mac- 
clesfield (a week, four hundred saved) ; and arrived at the maDsion 
of John Wright, Esq.^ Spatk Brook House, Birmingham, ca the 
Sth of December, at the earnest solicitation of the Rev« Alexander 
iBeU, Chairman of the District, and the Rev. George Turner, Super* 
intendent of the Birmingham West Circuit 

Five months' special services in Birmingham (occasionally inter- 
rupted by Hl-heahh, Missionary Meetings, and a short visit to Hud- 
dersfield and Sheffield) resulted in the salvation of between two and 
these tkousand sianera. It was a mighty work, and tasked the 
energies of Mr. Caughey to the utmost. Still he came oat of the 
i)attle invigorated both in body and mind. The following hasty note, 
written at the close of the '^ campaign," will be interesting for two 
reasons, — it gives a rapid, lightning-like glance into the intense heairt 
of the writer, and is a fair specimen of the off-hand sort of corres- 
fsondence he carries on with his bosom friends during the progress of 
A levival* 

" Bismingham, May 7, 184£. 
" My dear Brother — , 

'* I preached my farewell laat nigbt. Tea^meeting 
for leaders to-night, and to-morrow night About 4,200 saved, in 
iboth blessings.* To God be all the praise and gbry 1 My iieahh 
is better than when I came. This is of God also. My soul is happf, 
•aad deeply^humbU beforo God. Nottingham on Sabbath the 10th> 
if ail be well. When shall I see you ? I preadied out of town e^d 
<mt of doors last Sabbath* to a multitude of coHsers-^SO collections 
for a chapel, hut not quite 50 saved. I do little in scatimnf ahot 
here and there. Ad^ever, in Jesns,* ,r, 

" JjLMSS Caugh:»t. 

" P. S. I write this at Dr. Melson s. Farewell. J. C." 

Tiie third volume of Mr. Caughey 's letters is dated from Birming- 
ham. It cou tains copious notes of the greater portion of his first 
continental tour, with a series of admirable observations on the Rhine 

• Pardon, and Purity. 
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«cenery, the Field of. Waterloo, (a stirring sketch), and oihet objects 
of interest,' The Hull reviFal is also noticed, and there are some 
excellent and important letters on the subject of revivals, containing 
facts and principles of great weight and consequence. It b emb^l-^ 
lished with a fine portrait of the author. 

The revival in Nottingham was more glorious than all. Mn 
Caughey opened his commission there on the 10th of May, 1846, |^ 
and in the short space of one month upwards of 1400 were converted 
to God. Sunday the 31st of May, and two days following, Mr. 
Caughey spent tt Castle Donnington, and one hundred and eighty 
persons were converted to God. He then returned to Notliogham, 
and completed his engagement on the 12th of June. 

Lincoln then enjoyed the benefit of bis labours for a fortnight, 
during which three hundred and sixty-eight were brought over from 
the ranks of Satan, and two hundred and eighty-three, professed to 
experience sanctifying grace. From thence he went to Boston, where 
he wrote — *' The devil has met me on the low grounds of Lincoln- 
shire as Napoleon met Wellington on the plains of Belgium. Never 
have I had such a flailing from the public papers." The enemy 
however, sufifered a signal overthrow, and about four hundred were 
saved* 

Passing through Sheffield, on the 23rd of July, Mr. Caughey 
proceeded to Borrowash, near Derby, and to Nottingham, to preach 
occasional sermons ; and returning to the north, arrived in Sunderland 
in time to commence special services on Sunday, August 2nd, at the 
invitation of the Rev. W. Horton, the Superintendent. 

There was a great work in Sunderland. At first it moved slowly ;. 
but gathering momentum as it proceeded, it resulted in the salvation 
of nine hundred and thirty-eight persons' in somewhat less than five 
weeks. Of these seven hundred and eleven were cases of justification^ 
that is, three hundred and sixty who had previously been members of 
society, and three hundred and fifty-one sinners and backsliders. At 
South Shields also, which Mr. Caughey visited one Sabbath during 
his stay in Sunderland, about seventy were saved, many of them 
backsliders. When, on the 4th of September, he was preparing to 
leave Sunderland, the members of society presented a petition to their 
Superintendent urgently requesting him to invite Mr. Caughey to 
visit the circuit again. With this, however, the Superintendent did 
not at that time deem it prudent to comply, as the Conference had 
been induced to take a course with regard to Mr. Caughey which 
placed his friends in a peculiarly painful position : — much more 
painful, however, than difficult, as the sequel will abundantly shew. 
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From Sunderland, Mr. Caugbey went to Gateshead, being invited 

* to that circuit by the Rev. S. Dixon, the Superintendent. Before the 

3 close of the first week, however, (during which one hundred and 

twenty-six were saved) Mr. Dixon received an official letter from high 

authority, which required him to close the pulpit to Mr. Caughey, 

who in consequence retired on the 12th of September, to Scarborough, 

I* partly for seclusion, and partly to recruit his health, which was 

failing. , 

At Scarboro*, Mr. Caughey unexpectedly came in contact with 
Dr. Newton, the Secretary of Conference, who was attending the 
Missionary services. The occasion was thus : — Fearing, as Mr. 
Caughey was known to be in the town, that his absence from the 
Missionary Meeting on the J6lh of September, '' would grieve many, 
and hurt the collection," the official representatives of the Missionary 
Association, by direction of the Superintendent, the Rev. R. Wood, 
sought for Mr. Caughey in the after part of the day, and importuned 
him with many persuasions, to appear upon the platform at the 
meeting. To this he reluctantly consented ; yet, during the meeting, 
he was not asked to say a single word. ** I intended to be quiet," he 
said in a letter to a friend ; '' but they dragged me out of my solitude, 
and set me down as a spectacle." After the meeting he called Dr. 
Newton aside into one of the class rooms, and in the course of the 
conversation which ensued, the doctor admitted having said some hard 
things against Mr. Caughey in Conference, and some which Mr. 
Caughey assured him were positively false. Mr. C. insisted, by all 
that was holy and sacred in ministerial character and influence, that 
he ought not to have given countenance to, nor repeated, reports so 
injurious to a brother minister, without Jirst enquiring of the party 
whom ihey concerned as to their truth; and Dr. Newton then 
defended himself by declaring he had meant nothing personal ; but 
remembering and considering the cases of Aitken and others, who 
had been permitted to obtain undue influence and then used it to the 
damage and hurt of the connexion, he had thought it his duty to 
oppose Mr. Caughey. He further said, that no Superintendent was 
at liberty to invite Mr» Caughey into his circuit. 

With this announcement from the Secretary of the Conference, I 
must pause in my narrative, in order to advert to the course pursued 
by the British Conference, and the reasons which impelled that body 
to take those steps which have plunged the connexion into debate, and 
filled the hearts of many good men, both ministers and people, with 
perplexity and sorrow. 
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Part second. 



THE BESOLUTION OF THB WESLEYAN CONFERENCE. 



** A bird of the air shall carry the roioe, 

And that which hath wings shall tell the matter." 

SoLOMOir. 



" 30, Fawcett-street, Sunderland, 

" Friday Afternoon, Aug. 14, 1846. 
*' Dear Brother, 

I am now in a comer indeed ! So they have 
thought best to appeal to my Bishop to recal the troublesome man. 
I hope they will not spread a bad impression ou the other side, in 
order to make out a strong case. But I must leave my all to God. 
I can determine nothing as yet. 

''Last week 91 justified, 27 of whom were from the world; 41 
sanctified. This week, so far, 150 saved; proportions I have not 
learned. I think I shall be here on the 23rd instant. 

''Well ! and who could have believed it, that of all the Districts in 
£ngland, Sheffield should stand No. 3, in the opposition to poor 
J. C. ! The Watchman says that the minutes of Manchester, 
Bolton, and Sheffield Districts were read and considered by Con- 
ference, in relation to prohibiting strangers — those not under the 
discipline, and not in connexion, — from occupying the pulpils ! 
What ! I thought, and could not the Sheffield District hold back a 
little, and not be among the foremost ? How can this be ? The last 
in Methodism I should have fixed upon !" 

" As ever, your brother in Jesus, 

Jambs Caughey." 



The preceding letter was written by Mr. Caughey immediately 
after seeing in the Watchman the announcement that Conference had 
passed a resolution respecting him. The reference to Sheffield in the 
latter part of it requires some explanation. 
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From the time that Mr. Caughey laboured in Liveipool, in 1 841, 
there appears to have been, in certain quarters, which I will not further 
indicate, a growing antipathy to Mr. Caughey »ind his movements, 
which exhibited itself in spreading reports injurious to his character, 
and in attempts to depreciate his work. There is reason to believe it 
was from the same source that those reports emanated which so mys- 
teriously prevented the Rev. Joseph Taylor from persevering in his- 
invitation to Mr. Caughey to hold Special servicer in Manchester, in. 
1844. Nor can it be much questioned that from the same quarter 
Br. Newton derived that false information and those erronAous- 
opinions which led him to conceive it to be his duty to oppose Mr. 
Caughey. The influence proceeding from the source now referred to> 
has been definitively traced in its operations upon both the Manchester 
and Sheffield May District Meetings of 1846 ; and it appears that the 
Sheffield District is more involved in this transaction than is gene- 
rally known or admitted. A resolution wan deliberately prepared at 
the Sheffield District Meeting, to the effect jthat Conference be 
requested to make some new regulation with reference to the 
irregular practice of preachers going from one circiii to another, 
instancing by name the cases of David Greenberry, Thomas Py bus, 
two popular local preachers, and, the Rev, James Caughey, Ineed- 
not pain theiminds of my readers by dwelling upon any of the circum- 
stances which attended the preparation and advocacy of this measure ; 
it is enough at present to mention the fact. It did not succeed, 
because the Rev. Abraham E. Farrar, the Chairman, positively refused 
to agree to any resolution that would tend to discredit the labours of 
Mr. Caughey ; and the Rev. S» D. Waddy and others did themselves 
honour by the efficient support they rendered the chairman. Thry 
promoters of the meas^ire then changed their, tactics, and, as there was 
a general feeling in the District Meeting- that certain irregularities,, 
which had been charged upon the two local brethren aboi^-named, 
should be no longer permitted, they succeeded in procuring the 
adoption of a resolution intended to urge Conference to limit the 
labours of these irresponsible preachers, but took care to leave out 
all names — for what purpose will be seen anon. 

There is reason to believe that prior to the May District Meetings 

of 1846, a correspondence upon the subject of Mr. Caughey s 

movements, and the propriety of terminating them , was carried on 

between some members of the two districts already named, with a 

view to original^ proceedings in each which should in the ordinary 

course of business bring up Mr. Caughey's name before Conference. 

bis natural to infer that one object of the parties concerned was to* 

c 4 
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produce a simultaneously operating influence upon Conference from 
distant parts of the connexion, apparently without concert, and from 
independent sources. The partial failure of the plan at Sheffield only 
led to a more decisive course- elsewhere. 

That the Manchester and Bolton District should have meddled in 
Mr. Caughey's case was a thing totally unexpected; and^ when 
announced in the Watchman of August 12, 1846, appeared inexpli- 
cahle to most persons, who felt an interest in the ])roceedings ; and this 
for two reasons — first, Mr. Caughey had never laboured in the Man- 
chester District; and his movements did not therefore fairly and 
properly come under its cognizance, there being no item of District 
bttsiness (as laid down in €frindrod's Compendium, p. 101 — 104} 
under which any District Meeting is legally competent to. introduce 
discussions upon events or arrangements which distinctly belong to 
the disciplinary control of another District ;. and secondly, the Con' 
ference has uniformly enpressed its aversion to the principle of one 
connexional ''court" interfering with the duties and business of 
another, whether of the same or of a different name ox locality. In 
one memorable instance, the Conference severely reprdiended the 
offending " court," for ' interfering with the concems of antHher and. 
distant circuit ; in assuming to express a positive opinion on a ca^e o^ 
which it could be but partially informed ;. and in giving utterance 
and publicity to censures upon absent parties by name, to whom no' 
opportunity of rebutting them was afforded." " The brethren con- 
cerned " were admonished *' to act,^ in future, with a higher regard to 
the sacred principles of charity and justice ;. and to avoid in their 
meetings all intermeddling with the affairs of other circuits, as being 
inconsistent with the general rules and usages of Methodism, and 
subversive of Christian peace and harmony in the Connexion,^* 
(See Grindrod, p. 426,) 

The Sheffield District Meeting broke up on Thursday ; after which 
several of its members went to Manchester, and during the sittings of 
the District there, (which did not terminate until Saturday,} at least 
one of the ministers of the Sheffield District was present and made 
a speech upon Mr. Caughey *s position and labours, in which he 
misrepresented their character, and after stating what.had occurred at 
Sheffield, urged the necessity of something being done in order to 
coavince Conference that it was time to interfere in Mr. Caughey s 
case. 

Notwithstanding the obvious impropriety of the act, for the reasons 
already given, it appears that a resolution was passed at Manchester 
xespecting Mr. Caughey ; and as the present President and Secretary 
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of Conference were members of that District, there can be no question 
that their subsequent appointment to those offices increased the 
probability that the movement against Mr. Caughey would be 
successful. 

When the Minutes of the Manchester District Meeting were read 
in Conference, in due course, on Monday, August 10th, that which 
referred to Mr. Caughey — mentioning him by name and recom- 
mending that a speedy termination should be put to his irregular 
movements, — originated a discussion that placed before Conference 
the whole subject, and was entered upon with considerable calmness 
and temper. It is to be regretted that, owing to the absence of Dr. 
Beaumont, who was preparing to preach that evening, the Conference 
had not the advantage of important documentary eviden^ which wa» 
in his possession, and which, there is every reason to^ope, would 
have led to the adoption of a less objectionable resolution.''^ As the 
discussion proceeded it increased in warmth ; and while on one side 
there was an evident unpreparedness for the question, it being totally 
unexpected to the majority at that stage of the Conference business^ 
there was plainly on the other side, a determination not to yield to an 
adjournment. At one period it was asked if the Minutes of the 
Sheffield District Meeting did not contain a resolution on the same 
subject, and amidst cries of " Yes !" and " No l" those Minutes were 
referred to, and the one read of which I have given the history. It 
contained no name ; there was therefore no difficulty in producing an 
impression that Mr. Caughey was intended, notwithstanding a positive 
and earnest disclaimer from the Rev. A. £. Farrar, especially as it was^ 
argued that the local brethren, to whom he said the Sheffield Minute 
applied, were imitators of Mr. Caughey, and if his movements were 
not terminated speedily, the connexion would soon be overrun with 
irregular preachers of the same description. This produced consi- 
derable excitement. Still, many strongly urged the propriety of 
adjournment ; some that Mr. Caughey should be heard in his own 
defence ; and at last, when it was proposed to request the American 
Bishops to recal him to hb own country, a highly respected Chairman 
of a District, after bearing an uncompromising testimony to the cha- 
racter, ministry, and genuineness of the work of God wrought through 

* Charity here struggles against strong presumptive evidence, and would fm 
hold fast the conclusion that the bringing on of this important measure in the 
absence of Dr. Beaumont was not done by design. But we may well ask, — Why 
was so difficult a business, and one which was not ui^likely to peril the peace of 
the whole connexion, suddenly introduced, without the usual courtesy of a day's 
notice! And why was the adjournment of the debate so obstinately resisted I 
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«he instrnmeatalitj of his boODiired b«?«iI, suggestad that Mr. 
Caugfaey, wUle be remained io thb country^ should be left in the 
hands of the Freeideot, who should be at liberty to permit him to visit 
such places^ and at such times, as he might deem proper. To all this 
the President turned a deaf ear>— iiay> even pro«8eded so far as to 
Qommand one of the brethren, who was speaking, to sit down I—* and 
as the people outside of the chap^ were thundering at the dooo^ 
tmpaiient to obtain admission to the evening preacbiug, there was no 
time ka further debate, and the motion requesting the Bishops to 
xecal Mr. Caughey was put, and carded, amidst dissatisfntftion and 
excitement of no ordinary degree and character iu that assembly* 

Some inxportance has been attached to Che question " Who drew up 
the resolttt^n ?" It does not appear to me to be of much conse"- 
quence. ^e writer in a local publication states he has *' reasons for 
knowing" that it " was carefeUy drawn up by the mBster4iand of one 
whose heart towards Mr. Caughey beat as kindly as his maturer 
judgement convinced him that it would be injurious to the intecesls of 
Methodism for Mr. Caughey lo prolong his stay under eyistwifg 
circumstances :" rumour on the one hand says that it was drawn up 
ihe day (Sunday !) iuffore it was passed, and handed about to most 
of the ex-presidents, and official members of Ccmference; and on the 
other hand, that it was not written at all until after it was passed, 
having been verbally pat and carried, and afterwards drawn up and 
entered an the Conference journal. The probability is, ihat it was, 
as to jts substance, hastily diuwn up during the debate, and when 
passed, assumed its present form under the pen of the Seevetary. 
At all events, we must suppose it to have been a hasty production, 
fn>m the incongruities which are apparent in it. 

Soon after Conference, the Corresponding Secretary, the Rev. A« £• 
Farrar, addressed the iUlowiBg letter to Mr. Caughey, enoloeing a 
copy of the Resolutions : — 






Sheffield, Aug. 15, 1846. 
My dear Brother Caughey, 

You may have heard before this, that the subject 
of your lengthened visit in this country was brought imder the consi- 
deration of our recent Conference, and that a Resolution was passed 
by a large majority, which, judging that in idl courtesy and propriety 
you should be informed of, I obtained permission of the President to 
forward to you. I need not add that I perform the servicne with 
nndissembled pain of heart 
" The Resolution is, 
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" ' That it is the deliberate opinion of this Confi^rence, that a 
respeetful official letter be addressed to the Reverend the Bishops of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in America, stating that the Rev. Mr. 
Caaghe}% who professes to be a minister in connexion with the Troy 
Conference! has now been for several years in this coumry, and has 
visited many of our principal circuits, subject to no ecclesiastical sO'^ 
pervisioo, responsibility, or control, such as those to which all other 
Methodist ministers, according to our established laws and usages 
ate required to submit ; — that such an irregularity is dangerous to the 
good order, peace, and unity of our Body ; and that the said Bishops 
be affectionately requested to reeal Mr. Caughey to his proper work 
in his own country, and to terminate, as far at least as this Connexion 
is concerned, his leave of absence, already so unusually prolonged/ *'* 

" How you will receive this communication, I do not know. I 
think, as from God : and unexpected and grievous as the dismissal 
may prove, accept it as that ' jmssport' which I have heard you say, 
you were only waiting for your Heavenly Father to ' sign.' I wish, 
however, that it had emanated from some other quarter. 

" The discussion to which the Resolution gave rise, has placed your 
friends in such circumstances, that 1 fear, except at the hazard of 
seeming to violate connexional unity, they will not be able to ofier 
you any longer their pulpits. I implored that privilege for myself; 
which would have been most readily conceded, except as it would 
have formed a precedent: now, if at all, I must do it upon 9)y own 
res])onsibility. 

" I painfully sympathize in this abrupt and apparently ungracious 
termination of yocu* very successful labours amongst n»; but yom 
will return home with the love and prayers of thousands, wbo^ I hope, 
in eternity will bless God for your visit^-^nor will the Great Head of 
the Church fail to confer upon you a final glorious reward, 

" I write under the constraint of feeling, — but at all times hope to 
be regarded as 

" Your very affectionate friend in Christ Jesus, 

'' A. E. Faroar. 
'' Rev« JatVes Caughrt, &c." 

This kind and feeling letter must receive a little attention in the 
proper place; but at present it mnst give way to a considemdon of 
that Resolution which the writer veiy leniently designate? ''unex-i 
pected and grievous," ** abrupt and ungracious." 

* See Appendixy C^ 
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The Resolution opens with an erroneous statement ; one, too, that, 
en many accounts, is inexcusable. It is, that Mr. Caughey ** pro- 
fesses to be a minister in connexion with the Troy Confereftice." 
This was true of his position at the time he landed in England ; but 
before twelve months had elapsed he was regularly located as a 
Minister in good standing in the Methodist Episcopal Church, by 
act of the Troy Annual Conference ; and when, in 1844, he pub- 
lished his first volume of " Letters," he not only inserted in the title 
page his proper designation, but in the body of the work gave a copy 
of his *' Location Certificate,'' and a letter to the Rev. Joseph Taylor, 
of Manchester, explanatory of his position and the nature of a 
location. (See Letters, Vol. I. p. 231.) Now Dr. Newton has been 
in America, &nd has had ample opportunity of understanding the 
difference between a "Located Minister" and a ''Minister in Con- 
nexion" with some particular Conference in America, and that the 
latter has claims upon the funds of his Conference which the former 
gives up entirely; he also saw, more than three years ago, the 
identical Conference certificate of location which Mr. Caughey 
received from Bishop Hedding, with the letter that accompanied i^ 
Besides all this, he resided in Manchester at the time that the Rev. 
Joseph Taylor received Mr. Caughey 's explanatory letter, and was 
undoubtedly privy to the whole transaction which occasioned it. 
There was therefore no excuse for so manifest an error,"*^ which, if it 
bad not been promptly contradicted in a letter to Bishop Hedding by 
Mr. Caughey, would have seriously damaged his reputation in 
America. 

This circumstance at the outset, comparatively trivial as it is, clears 
out of view that prestige oi freedom from common error with which 
we are aceastomed willingly to invest an assembly of men generally so 
wise and good as Wesleyan Ministers are admitted to be ; and prepares 
us to discuss their decisions with greater liberty and fearlessness. It 
is not necessary, however, in using great plainness of speech, to be 
either rude or insolent. This I hope to avoid. 

In accordance with a practice which has often been pursued by the 
British Conference, the Resolution on Mr. Caughey 's case purports to 
include a statement of the reasons which have led to its adoption. 
Those reasons, in brief, are the following ; — 

1. That Mr. Caughey was not subject to the same ecclesiastical 
control as all other Methodist ministers. 

^ See Appepdix, D* 



2. That his visits to Wesleyan circuits under such circumstances 

were dangerous to the good order^ peace, and unity of the 
hody. 

3. That his stay in England had heen unusually prolonged, and he 

ought now to return to his proper work. 

I cannot for one moment suppose that the Conference had other 
reasons than those which they have themselves given for their decision 
regarding Mr. Caughey — at all events, not any that are particularly 
valuable, or We important bearings on the case. I receive the state- 
ment of that august assembly as sufficient in their honest estimation, 
to warrant the conclusion at which they have arrived, and also to 
convince the learned and experienced body to which it is addressed, 
that that condusion is both wise and rightedus, as well as sound. I 
take it for granted, therefore, that if those reasons professed by Con- 
ference itself be exploded and overturned, the very ground and cause 
of the Conference resolution will be removed. 

I will take the reasons in order. 

First Conference Reason. — That Mr. Caughey was not 
subject to the same Ecclesiastical control as all other Methodist 
Ministers^ 

The ecclesiastical control to which a Wesleyan Minister is subject, 
is, first, that of the Conference; next, that of the District Meeting; 
and lastly, of the Superintendent of the Circuit in which he may be 
6tationed for the year. The President of Conference is not an eccle- 
siastical power apart from Conference; neither is the Chairman of a 
District an ecclesiastical power apart from a District Meeting. The 
position of each is simply official and directive. Now, in carrying 
out his plans for the salvation of souls by preaching and holding 
special services, the only ecclesiastical power that Mr. Caughey could 
come in contact with, was that of the Superintendent, who, according 
to connexional usage, has the exclusive direction and control of all 
the religious services in the Circuit over which he is placed by Con- 
ference. He appoints them all, and employs such Ministers and 
Local Preachers as are in the Circuit, and such other Gospel Ministers 
and Preachers as he may approve, to conduct them ; and, without his 
permission, no individual may enter any pulpit within his j urisdiction. 
If a Minister belpnging to another denomination, or from another 
country, should have been distinctly acknowledged and recognized as 
a brother beloved by thS Conference itself, such a circum stance has 
always facDitated his occasional employment in Wesleyan Circuits. 
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This has just been the position held by Mr. Caughey since he 
came to England. — On the 3rd of August, 1841, he was recognized 
at Manchester as a Minister of the American M. E, Church, and 
permitted to sit with the Preachers in the British Conference. On 
the same day he received a pressing invitation to the Hull Circuit; 
and the Irish Representative, without solicitation, gave hira a letter of 
introduction to all the Wesleyan Ministers in Ireland. Since that 
period he has laboured in various Wesleyan Circuits, in Ireland and 
Cngland, at the invitation, by the permission, and* subject to the 
appointment of the Superintendents in the regular and ordinary way 
of arranging occasional or special religious services, " according to our 
ef}tablished usages." Now, it is evident that this is the only species 
of ecclesiastical control to which Mr. Caughey could subject himself, 
while on a visit to this country with the intention to return; and in 
onr own Connexion it is that peculiar control which has always been 
held to be suflSciently competent to manage the concerns of Wesleyan 
Circuits, without the interference of any conijexional officer whatso- 
ever. And if Mr. Caughey has ever in any Circuit disobeyed this 
competent authority, or has usurped the proper functions of the 
Superintendent, by appointing and holding services in our Chapels 
without his permission, it should be made known, that the Connexion 
may see the propriety of the charge which, by so high an auihority, 
has been placed on record against a brother Minister. But no such 
complaint, that I am aware of, has ever been preferred. 

Tbe true and legitimate inferences from the above statement are, 
that Mr. Caughey has not been subject to direct Conference control, 
only because his natural position placed him beyond contact with that 
body; that he has not been subject to District control for the same 
reason ; but that he has in every customary and practicable mode been 
subject and obedient to the control of the Superintendents of Circuits, 
for the understood and acknouvledged purpose, in all cases distinctly 
stipulated for, of carrying out his matured and settled plans for pro- 
moting the salvation of souls, and the revival of the work of God. 

If tbe Superintendents have exceeded their proper Methodistical 
powers and functions, it is highly necessary that they should be 
informed wherein they have transgressed : but if they have well and 
truly performed tbe duties of their office, the Conference resolution is, 
to all intents, a tremendous blow at the proper Methodistical position 
of the Superintendent ; and whatever of honour and independence has 
hitherto been attached to his office, it is, according to this proceeding, 
liable to be invaded and overturned whe^ver the pursuance of a 
particular line of policy may demand it. 
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But if Mr. Caughey was not subject to Conference or District 
supervision, responsibility, or control in England, the resolution itself 
distinctly acknowledges his responsibility to transatlantic ecclesiastical 
control of the same nature, exactly, as that " to which all other 
Methodist Ministei-s are required to submit," and accordingly appeals 
to it for his recal. This consideration gives to Mr. Caughey a 
position in every respect analagous i8 that of any Wesleyan Minister 
in the kingdom ; with this sole difference, that he is on a visit to this 
country for a season. Whether that season be short or long, fixed or 
unfixed in duration, is nothing to the point : it is permitted, and that 
is enough to prove* the legitimacy of his connection witfe competent 
ecclesiastical control of a directive character, to which appeal is open 
in all cases requiring direction or disciplinary interference; while his 
complete dependence upon the Wesleyan Connexional Courts in this 
country for testimonials as to his character and ministry, his walk 
and conversation, and due subordination to Wesleyan rules and 
usages, is a guarantee for his Christian consistency and orthodoxy 
equal to anything of the same nature in existence with reference to a 
British Wesleyan Minister. 

Granting, however, to the fullest extent, that there is, not merely an 
apparent, but an actual irregularity in the fact of Mr. Caughey 
labouring in this country without direct connexion with the Confer- 
ence,~to what does it amount? I ask the question as a Wesleyan 
Methodist, and a lover of immortal souls. It amounts simply to 
this : — A holy man of God, of irreproachable character and burning 
zeal for the solvation of perishing sinners^ comes from a distant 
church and enters upon the territories of our Israel, joins our ranks 
in the battle-field of the gospel, and through a series of years leads 
our cohorts on to conquest and to victory unexampled in the whole 
history of British Methodism; and such is the character of our 
ecclesiastical platform, — such the elasticity of our connexional disci- 
pline,— chat not a single law of Methodism is infringed, — not one 
time-honored usage set at nought, — not one society disrupted, — not 
one wheel of the vast connexional machinery impeded, — nor is he the 
author of one just cause of offence to any humble follower of the 
Blessed Jesus throughout our great Connexion ! Is not this a marvel P 
Is not this a thing wherein a Wesleyan may glory in the Lord ? In 
three months time this stranger, this intruder, this erratic troubler, 
this irregular and irresponsible wanderer over our Circuits and Dis- 
tricts, will have departed from the shores of Old England, and the 
result of his six years' operations will only have been, — advantage and 
prosperity to that Church whose ofiicial directors are — casting him out I 



^s long as our beloved connexion maintains her glorious elaBticity df 
adaptation and applicability to new circumstances and extraordinary 
emergencies, so long will she be a blessing and a praise in the earth. 
But is there not reason to fear lest she should become a mere com- 
pacted framework of ecclesiastical guards and precautionary regula- 
tions — those bolts and bars of mind, heart, and soul ? — lest she should 
be enticed by prudent and respettable people to try on a. strait-jacket 
of laws and ordinances, which the has not proved? But no! I 
firmly believe that our Zion will come unscathed out of this trial, and 
will still remain " a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be 
taken down ; not one of the stakes thereof shall ever^be removed^ 
neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken. But there the 
glorious Lord will be unto us a place of broad rivers and streams. 
For the Lorb is our Judge, the Lord is our Lawgiver (statute- 
maker) ; theLoRP is our King ; He wiij. save us V* Isaiah xxxiii. 
20—22. 

To a veiy important degree^ then, this First Conference reason, — 
" That Mr* Caughey was not subject to the same ecclesiastical control 
as aU other Methodist Ministefs,^ — ^i» groundless ; and it is a just causer 
of exultation rather than regret, that our ecclesiastical system permits, 
yea flourishes under, so great an apparent disturbance of its ordinary 
operations (for after all the disturbance is only nominal,) as that which 
attended the eminently successful and apostolic labours of Mr. Caughey* 

Seoonb Conference REiisoN. — That Mr. Caughey's visits iot 
« WesUyan Circuits under such circumstances, were dangerous 
to the good order, peace, and unity of the Wesleyan body. 

If the statements I have made on the first reason are admitted to 
be correct, the force of this second reason is utterly broken^ unless it 
be alleged in its support that "i/Lr. Caughey has been guilty of practicea 
that, in their nature and tendency,, are subversive of ** good order, 
peace, and unity,'* be^des having exercised the usual (iuictiona of the 
ministerial office. This, however, even his enemies have not dared 
to assert ; and in the absence of reasonable proof, the evidence I am 
able to produce, official and otherwise, of a contrary character, must 
be allowed to seitle the question. 

The Quarterly Meeting is the highest authority in all matters 
regarding the position, progress, and results of Methodism within the 
Circuit which it represoits. The whole business of the Circuit, both 
spiritual and financial, is periodically passed under review before it, 
and its statements on such matters, when officially given, are usually 
regarded as unimpeachable. In this light I view the following extracts 
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from various Quarterly Meeting minutes referring to Mr. Caughey's 
labours : — 

Hull West Circuit, March 25, 1844.— '' That this meeting 
acknowledges, witli devout gratitude to Almighty God, the success 
which it has pleased him to vouchsafe to the special religious services 
instituted of late, and still continued in this circuit ; and * * * 
presents its most grateful acknowledgements to the Rev. James 
Caughey, of the Methodist Episcopal Church of America, for his 
very valuable services in this circuit during the last three months; 
which, in connexion with the special meetings already referred to> 
have been greatly owned of God to the awakening and conversion of 
many sinners." — Signed by Mr, John S, Richardson, and Mr, 
Thomas Henwood, Circuit Stewards ; Rev, Thomas Martin in the 
Chair, 

Hull East Circuit, June 24, 1844. — " That this meeting from the 
numerical and financial statements laid before it by the Stewards, 
feels called upon to record its devout gratitude to Almighty God for 
his abundant blessing upon the Special Services lately held ; and also 
its high sense of the consistent and exemplary Christian conduct of 
the Rev. James Caughey, during his residence in this circuit/' — > 
Signed by Mr. W, Cowley and Mr, Edward Rigyall, Circuit 
Stewards, Rev, Robt. Thompson, Superintendent, in the Chair, 

Sheffield West Circuit, June 24, 1844.—" That this meeting * * 
would especially express its sense of the influence which the continu- 
ance during the last six weeks of the affectionate, enlightened, and 
powerful ministrations of the Rev. James Caughey have exerted in 
bringing about a religious awakening, ^ ^ and the meeting 
further resolves that its warmest thanks are due to the Rev. James 
Caughey for his kind acceptance of an^invitation to visit this circuit, 
and his subsequent efficient labours in it." — Signed by the Rev. J. P. 
Haswell, Superintendent ; Mr, S, H. Smith, and Mr, T. Lqfthouse, 
Stewards, 

Yorkt Sept. 23, 1845. — ''That this meeting, impressed with the 
conviction that great good has resulted from the labours of the Rev« 
Jfames Caughey in this circuit, desires to ascribe all the glory to the 
great Head of the Church, and joins to present its cordial thanks to 
Mr. Caughey for his ardttaus and faithful services in the city of 
York." — Signed by the Rev, B. Walton, Superintendef^t 

Birmingham Ea^t Circuit, March, 1846. — " That while this 
meeting expresses its thankfulness to Almighty God for the encourag- 
ing prosperity vouchsafed to this circuit during the last few yeais, it 

p3 
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^ould more especially record its devout gratitude fur Che remarkable 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, as manifested in the present extitior-* 
dinary revival, — and it woidd also express its most graceful sense of 
the most important services of the Rev* James Caughey, as an 
instrument in the hands of God, in bringing about this most delightful 
extension of his work." — Passed wnanimously, signed by the Rep. 
Alexander Bell, Superintendent. 

Birmingham West Ciremt, Lady Day, 1846. — " That this meet^ 
ing, rejoicing in the greatly improved condition and prospects of 
this circuit, both in a spiritual and in a financial point of view, feels 
itself called upon to rejoice in the mighty influence which has accom- 
panied the zealous and unremitting laboniB of the Rev. James Caughey 
in this town during the past quarter ; and unites in faithful prayer to 
Almighty God, without whom nothing is great or wise or good, that 
he may be pleased still to revive and establish his work among us, and 
still to strengthen, comfort, and support .his honoured servant in the 
midst of his extraordinary arad successful exertions; and that the 
Secretary of this meeting be requested to forward to the Rev. James 
Caughey, a copy of this Resolution." — Moved by J. B* Melson, 
E^q,, M. D,, seconded by Mr. Wilkinson, Circuit Stewards, and 
carried unanimously. 

Nottingham North Circuit, June 19', 1846. — " That tbis meeting, 
with heartfelt gratitude, expresses its acknowledgements to the Geod of 
all grace, for the extraordinary and (in the history of Nottingham 
Methodism) unexampled outpouring of the Holy Bpirit^* which, 
during the last two months, they have had the privilege and hap{nnes9 
to witness in connexion with the faithful, affectionate, and apostolic 
ministry of the Rev. James Caughey. ^ * That the members of 
this meeting have been, with scarcely an exce])tion, actually engaged 
in the present revival of the work of God, and are anxious to heap 
their testimony to the remarkable order, regularity, and efficiency, 
with which the arrangements suggested by Mr. Caughey have been 
conducted." — Signed by the Rev, B, Slater, Superintendent. 

Birmingham West Circuit, Jume, 1846. — " That this meeting 
feels itself called upon to place upon record their devout and grateful 
acknowledgments to Almighty God for the ntiprecedented prosperity 
with which He has visited this Society in its several departments 
during the last quarter. Its numerical prosperity is evidenced in the 
accession of 285 members, out of 300 reported on trial last quarter- 
day ; and the future is cheering, inasmuch as 257 are now reported on 
trial in this Circuit alone. The spiritual state of the Society demands 
fhe gratitude of this meeting in the exhibition of a greater degree of 



union among the members,, in the increased zeal and devotion of liif 
officers, and in the desire generally manifested to promote, encourage, 
and carry on the gracious revival, commenced under the ministry of 
the Rev. James Caughey, and continued to the present time in con- 
nection with our own Ministry. Another delightful feature of this 
revival, is exhibited in the improved attention of the old members 
and in the steadiness of the new converts to their classes." — Moved 
by Mr. Rateliff, seconded by Mr,*Edfnund Heeley^ and carried 
unanimously: the Rev. George Turner, Superintendent in the 
Chair ; present, the Rev* Messrs. Burton, Hurt, and Joseph Wood. 
A resolution founded upon the above was afterwards drawn up and 
advertized in the Watchman of July, 8, 1846, signed on behalf of 
the Quarterly Meeting, by J. B. Melson, Esq., M.jD., Circuit 
Steward, 

Now, who would gather from the preceding testimonials, stamped 
with the highest respectability as emanating from some of the most 
enlightened Societies in the Connexion, and signed by Ministers and 
gentlemen of undeniable integrity, sense, and shrewdness,, that Mr. 
Caughey*s proceedings were " dangerous to the good order, peace, 
and unity of our body ?" Either the above Quarterly Meetings, with 
the Ministers at their head, were grossly ignorant of the actual 
character and results of Mr. Caugbey's labours, or the Conference 
has been shamefully imposed upon by men who have succeeded (by 
what means is best known to themselves, though I have unmasked 
their doings to a very considerable extent,) in influencing the Con- 
ference to take a course diametrically opposed to that which they 
ought to have pursued, and have thus damaged that highly venerated 
body in the eyes of the whole Connexion. 

- Further,— let any candid and thinking person read over the " Brief 
Memoir,*' of Mr. Caugbey's labours at the beginning of this pam- 
phlet, which is com^nled from the most authentic and respectable 
sources, and then let him turn to the opinion adopted by the Confer- 
ence and inserted in their resolution, ** That Mr. Caugbey's visits to 
Wesley an Circuits were dangerous to the good order, peace, and unity 
of the Wesley an body ;" and I am bold to declare that not one man 
in ten thousand will fail to discern that the facts of the case and the 
statement of the Conference thereon, are " wide as the poles asunder :" 
— the antipodal contrast is complete. 

Three observations, each of which the various Superintendents who 
have had Mr. Caughey under their direction can confirm, will suffice. 

1. Order. Wherever Mr. Caughey has laboured church order has 
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been easily maintained inviolate^ and the* proper observance of con^ 
nexional usages and rales has ever been facilitated and promoted. 
The love of the brethren was increased, and " love is the fulfilling of 
the law." 

2. Peace. Where order is observed, there is peace ; and there i» 
not a more powerful auxiliary to peace in a church than that sort of 
prosperity which invariably attended Mr. Caughey's ministrations. 
To say therefore that peace was endangered by them is an evident 
error both in fact and reason. 

3. Unity. There is abundant evidence that wherever Mr. Caugbey 
laboured, a spirit of union and zealous co-operation sprung up between 
preachers and people, and among the society officers, which was diffiised 
to an extent seldom experienced even in the palmiest days of the most 
pix>sperous circuit in the connexion. 

The Second Conference reason, in all three particulars, is therefore 
without foundation, and utterly incapable of proof. 

Third Conferenob Reason. — That Mr. Caugheys stay in 
England had been unusually prolonged, and he ought now tO' 
return to his proper work. 

There is no difficulty in admitting the tnith of the first part of tbi» 
sentence. A visit of five years' duration, is an " unusually prolonged" 
visit — except in the case of a Missionary, who, when sent out by our 
own Connexion, sometimes prolongs his stay abroad twice or thrice 
that period. The latter portion of the sentence involves, and requires 
the solution of, a question of very serious import before it can be 
admitted. I submit a few &cts and considerations. 

Mr. Caughey states (Letters, Vol. L p. 178) '' When in North 
America, surrounded by the happy people of his own charge, as a 
Minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church of that country, he 
received an impression, which he believed then, and does yet believe, 
came from God, that it was his duty to take a tour through these king- 
doms, and call sinners to repentance." In a letter in the same volume, 
pages 5 — 12, he gives a detailed account of the circumstances which: 
attended the reception of this impression. After describing an unusu- 
ally severe and inexplicable exercise of mind, he says, " During three 
days, I cried to God without any answer. On the third day in the 
afterupon, I obtained an audience with the Lord. « « I left the 
place, however, without receivieg any light ; but my heart was fully 
softened and subdued, and I felt assured I had prevailed in some way 
with God. This was on the 9th of July, 1839. The same evening 
about twilight, when reading in a small room adjoining my study, a 
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light, as4 conceived from heaven, reached me. My soul was singd- 
larly calmed and warmed by a strange visitation. In the moment I 
recognized the change, the Ibllowiug, in substance, was spoken to my 
hfeon ; but in a manner, and with a rapidity, I cannot possibly describe : 
— ' These matters which trouble thee must be let entirely alone. The 
unll of God is that thou skouldst visit Europe. He shall be wiih 
thee there, and give thee memy seals to thy ministry. He has pro-^ 
vided thee nHth funds. Make thy < arrangements accordingly; and 
next Conference, ask liberty from the proper authorities, and it shall 
be granted thee. Visit Canada first ; when this is done, sail for England. 
God shall be with thee there, — thou Shalt have no want in all thy 
journeyings, and thou shall be brought back in safety to America.' 

I think mj readers will agree with me, that an account like the 
foregoing, if we believe our bibles, and the ordinary view which evan- 
gelical churches take of a valid call to the Christian ministry, is neither 
to be received nor rejected on light grounds y and before the request 
of our Conference to the American Bishops can be justified in the 
sight of God and his people, good reason must be shown for rejeciing 
iit whole or in part, this exti%iordinary statement. Questions of eccle-^ 
siastical authority and rule, of usage and form, of church regulations 
and polity, are utterly beside such a subject as this : they do not, can- 
not touch it ; much less can they decide it to the satisfaction of the 
Christian thinker. It takes higher gronnd, and calls into requisition 
the first principles of ont common fakh, and their most direet dialectie 
application, to test the talidity and honesty of the preieasions embodied 
in this singular account. 

I should take up too much space, were I to* go into all the arguments 
and considerations which would be involved in a complete settlement 
ot this question. A few, only, dare I offer. 

1st. There is nothing in Mr. Caughey s own account of his '^cair' 
to visit Europe, to warrant the suspicion that it never took place. It 
k a rational detaH of circumstances, most of which have their counter- 
part ia tlie experience of every true believer; and those which are 
most unusual, are perfectly in character with the published experience 
of such men as Luther, Howe, Bunyan, Swartz, Eliot, Bradnerd, 
Oliver Hey wood, Henry Martyn, Fletcher, John Newton, Grimshawe; 
and in our own Connexion, Wesley, Nelson, Bramwell, Longdeu, 
Stoner, Miller, John Smith, Hick, Carvosso, and many others, vji^ose 
biographies are generally regarded as beyond all price. The account 
which Dr. Doddridge gives of the conversion of Colonel Gardiner, is 
every whit as extraordinary, if not more so. Yet, that affected the 
spiritual condition of only one man, immediately ; while this special 
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not His will he should leave America; but in the above instance^ as 
well as OD subsequent occasions, Providence appears to have facilitated 
his enterprize in a remarkaMe manner. His reception at the Man- 
chester Conference in England ; the unexpected way in which both 
Ireland and England were thrown open to his ministrations ; the 
facility with which his Location Certificate was obtained in 1842, his 
own letter requesting it having only arrived in the Troy Conference 
five minutes before the bishop called up his case, and the deliberation 
upon it of a few minutes' duration being promptly succeeded by kn 
unanimous vote granting it ; the unbroken series of official invitations 
to hold special services he has received since he laboured in Liver- 
pool ; the manner in which he has always been enabled to work with 
and under ofiicial sanctions ; aud the merciful preservation of his 
health under almost unexampled labours ; are all instances of the same 
providential character : and it is worthy of especial notice that in all 
circumstances he has manifested the deepest respect and submission to 
competent authority, great anxiety to fulfil distinct and acknowledged 
engagements, and the most conscientious regard to conventional and 
settled usages, wheteVer he has laboured. 

3rd. There is nothing in Mr. Caughey's religious and moral cha- 
racter and conduct, to cast a shade of doubt upon the integrity and 
authenticity of this account. Men of the highest respectability and 
Christian consistency^ who have spent considerable portions of a year 
under the same roof with him, are ready to testify to his sterling moral 
worth. I have heard such declare, that they never saw in him any- 
thing in word or deed, in spirit or in temper, that did not become the 
true Christian gentleman ; while his enlightened zeal for God, devo- 
tedness, and piety, are above suspicion. I need not enlarge^ however, 
on this point: hundreds and thousands in this country can bear testi- 
mony to the same facts ; and the extracts 1 have already given from 
Quarterly Meeting Minutes, render even this notice totally unne- 
cessary. 

So much for negative evidence. With this, however, we are not 
obliged to be content. It is valuable in its place, but not conclusive. 
We must ascertain if the results are such as to correspond with the 
extraordinary claim of Mr. Caughey to a special call from God to visit 
these kingdoms. If they be, the conclusion is inevitable. 

The terms of Mr. Caughey *s " call," as previously quoted,* are 
directive and predictive, 

1st, Directive, --t'* These matters which trouble thee must bo let 
entirely alone. The will of God is that thou shouldst visit Europe. 
He has provided thee with funds. Make thy arrangements a«cord-» 
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call, or divine message^ or revelation, or whatever else we may call it, 
directly contem])lated the salvation of thousands. 

2nd. There is nothing in the circamstances immediately or remotely 
succeeding this call, to render it improbable and invalid. In the 
order of Divine Providence, Mr. Caughey was a Minister in " good 
standing" in the American Church. He had just been appointed to 
his circuit for the year: scarcely a month had elapsed. Eleven 
months mast pass before he could, consistently with his then position, 
enter upon the fulfilment of this " order." And what was the conse- 
quence ? There was no breaking away from his engagements — no 
shirking of ministerial duty — no pleading of special and peculiar 
divine direction to a certain course, and consequent exemption from 
the ordinary work of the Circuit and its concomitant disadvantages, 
such as— being " col^fined to one place until he had orders to remove," 
having to " visit the sick," " to go into the small countiy villages and 
preach — often to a dozen or a score :" — there was nothing of all this 
in his conduct. But on the contrary, besides performing all these 
duties, he " visited from house to house,** and in consequence '' bad 
the pleasure of seeing a most powerful revival of religion in the 
circuit." Here was evidence that he was no mere enthusiast and 
fanatic — expecting the end without the means ; and that God was with 
him of a truth. 

According to the divine direction, he asked, and, ''after a few 
moments deliberation" only, obtained, from his Conference permission 
to visit Europe, along with the following certificate : — 



" TROY CONFERBNCE. 

" Middlebnrg, Vt., June 24, 1840. 



" Brother James Caughey having asked permission of the Con- 
ference, to visit bis friends residing in Europe ; 

" On motion, it was resolved. That Brother Caughey's request be 
granted, and that he be so returned on the minutes. 

" And it is hereby certified that the said J. Caughey is in good 
standing in the Troy Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
in the United States of America ; and, as such, is cordially com- 
mended to the Christian fellowship of the Wesleyan Methodist Con- 
nexion in Great Britain and Ireland. 

9 (Signed) '' R. R. Roberts, President. 

J. B. HouGHTALiNG, Secretary, 
Troy Conference." 
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not His will he should leave America ; but in the above instance, as 
well as on subsequent occasions, Providence appears to have facilitated 
his enterprize in a remaikaMe manner. His reception at the Man- 
chester Conference in England ; the unexpected way in which both 
Ireland and England were thrown open to his ministrations ; the 
facility with which his Location Certificate was obtained in 1842, his 
own letter requesting it having only arrived in the Troy Conference 
five minutes before the bishop called up his case, and the deliberation 
upon it of a few minutes' duration being promptly succeeded by kn 
unanimous vote granting it; the unbroken series of official invitations 
to hold special services he has received since he laboured in Liver- 
pool ; the manner in which he has always been enabled to work with 
and under ofiicial sanctions ; and the merciful preservation of his 
health under almost unexampled labours ; are all instances of the same 
providential character : and it is worthy of especial notice that in all 
circumstances he has manifested the deepest respect and submission to 
competent authority, great anxiety to fulfil distinct and acknowledged 
engagements, and the most conscientious regard to conventional and 
settled usages, wherever he has laboured. 

3rd. There is nothing in Mr. Caughey's religious and moral cha- 
racter and conduct, to cast a shade of doubt upon the integrity and 
authenticity of this account. Men of the highest respectability and 
Christian consistency, who have spent considerable portions of a year 
under the same roof with him, are ready to testify to his sterling moral 
worth. I have heard such declare, that they never saw in him any- 
thing in word or deed, in spirit or in temper, that did not become the 
true Christian gentleman ; while his enlightened zeal for God, devo- 
tedness, and piety, are above suspicion. I need not enlarge* however, 
on this point: hundreds and thousands in this country can bear testi- 
mony to the same facts ; and the extracts 1 have already given from 
Quarterly Meeting Minutes, render even this notice totally unne- 
cessary. 

So much for negative evidence. With this, however, we are not 
obliged to be content. It is valuable in its place, but not conclusive. 
We must ascertain if the results are such as to correspond with the 
extraordinary claim of Mr. Caughey to a special call from God to visit 
these kingdoms. If they be, the conclusion is inevitable. 

The terms of Mr. Caughey *s " call," as previously quoted,* are 
directive and predictive, 

1st, Directiv'e.'-r" These matters which trouble thee must bo let 
entirely alone. The will of God is that thou shouldst visit Europe. 
He has provided thee with funds. Make thy arrangements a«cord-» 
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ingly ; and, next Conference, ask liberty from the proper authorities. 
Visit Canada first; when this is done, sail for England.'* These 
directions scarcely call for remark, except on the subject of funds. Mr. 
Caughey informs us in his iirst Letter (Vol. I. page 2) that he had 
" funds sufficient for a two years' tour ;" and that he intended " to 
spend at least two years in Europe." It is now nearly six years since 
he landed in Liverpool, having spent the previous ten months in 
Canada. 

2nd, Predictive. — " He shall give thee many seals to thy ministry. 
Liberty from the proper authorities shall be granted thee. God shall 
be with llhee in England,— thou shalt have no want in all thy jouiTjey- 
ings, and thou shalt be brought back in safety to America." It has 
been seen that Mr. Caughey had no difficulty in obtaining leave of 
absence frpiQ bis Conference. The remaining points must now be 
noticed. 

" He shall give thee many seals to thy ministry" — Mr. Caughey 's 
ministry in Canada was eminently successful; but as I have no 
authorised report, beside his own statement, of tho results, I will 
lay no stress upon them. What they have been in England we know, 
and have the highest cotmexional authority to assist us in proving. 
According to the Minutes of Conference, the increase to the principal 
Societies which have been favoured with Mr. Caughey 's labours was, 
in Liverpool, 404 ; in Leeds, d29 ; in Hull, 935 ; in Sheffield, 864 1 
in Huddersfield, 749, in York, 210 ; and in Chesterfield, 230. The 
Birmingham Society had an increase of 663 at the Michaelmas Quar'^ 
ter-day» 1846, as compared with the Minutes of 1845 ; and in every 
other totvn he has visited there has been a corresponding increase. 
But this statement only shows the local effect of Mr* Caughey 's la>- 
bours. Numbers of persons have travelled ten, twenty, thirty, and 
even fifty miles, to obtain the benefits of the revivals which his min- 
istry originated, and returned home rejoicing in the salvation of the 
gospel. In fact, the Return to Conference does not represent one-half 
the actual good effected in the conversion of sinners, as the following 
statement, drawn up from authentic sources, will show : — 

Jiutifled. 

*Dublin , 700 

^Limerick 130 

*C(frk 300 

*Bandon '70 

^Liverpool ; (300 

*Leeds 1600 

*Hull .., 2300 



I. Sanctified. 


Total. 


••• •• 100 •• 


.... 800 


30 .. 


.... 160 


50 .. 


.... 350 


.20 .. 


.... 90 


400 .. 


.... 1700 


1000 .. 


.... 2600 


• ••f*. »7UU f« 


... 3?Q0 
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Jastifled. Sanctified. TotaL 

Sheffield 3352 1448 4800 

Huddersfield 1879 755 2634 

York 1314 727 2041 

^Birmingham 2800 1400 4200 

Nottingham 4. 1412 553 1965 

Lincoln 368 283 651 

♦Boston 260 140 400 

Sunderland / 711 227 938 

*Gateshead 80 46 126 

♦Scarborough 134 66 200 

Chesterfield > 599 137 736 

Doncaster 356 170 526 

♦Macclesfield 260 140 400 

♦Wakefield 200 130 330 

♦Various visits, London, Leeds, Hull, 
Sheffield, Huddersfield, Manches- 
ter» Belper, and places in Derby- 
shire, Nottinghamshire, York- 
shire, Lancashire, &c., at a mode- 
rate computation 1500 500 2000 



21,625 9,222 30,847 

« 

Thus there is every reason to believe that in England alone, Mr. 
Caughey's ministry has been the means of turning more than twenty 
thousand persons from darkness to light, — from sin unto holiness. I 
have nothing here to do with the allegement that many of these may 
have become backsliders : the Church has had to mourn over such 
ever since the days of the Apostles. I stand upon the great fact, that 
unusual numbers of sinners have been converted to God in conse- 
quence of Mr. Caughey's special call to visit England ; that many, 
very many, of these remain steadfast and blameless to the present day ; 
and that this is in strict accordance with, and a literal fulfilment of, 
the terms, predictive and otherwise, of that call, which was committed 
to writing before Mr. Caughey left the United States, and published 
in this country almost at the comm^cement of the period of his 
greatest success. 



* The numbers stated for these places axe approximations,— -rather under than 
over the truth. I have not succeeded in obtaining particular accounts.— 'See 
Appendix, E. 
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" Thoti shall have no want in all thy journey ings,** — " The 
possession of a few hundreds of dollars," said Mr. Caughey in. 
August, 1840, referring to a period anterior to his call to visit Europe, 
" had often made me very uneasy. I doubted the propriety of laying 
up treasure on earth. The caus« of missions stood in need of what 
I possessed, but still I was restftdned. Now I clearly saw that God 
had provided me with these funds in order to make me willing to obey 
the call, and to save me from embarrassment in my travels." Like a 
man of sense and prudence, he appears to have calculated bow long 
his owii funds would support him, and determined accordingly the 
period of his tour. He intended to spend " at least two years" in 
Europe ; yet Providence has so ordered it that, though he has been 
nearly six years in these kingdoms, and since his arrival lost nearly all 
the money he brought with him by the bankruptcy of the party with 
whom it was deposited, he has had "no want;" his revival operations 
have never been impeded for lack of funds ; and thus the prediction 
has been fulfilled iq the letter. 

"Thou shall 'be brought back in safely to America.'* This is 
the unfulfilled part of the prediction. There is reason to suppose 
that all those parties who have been actively striving to terminate 
Mr. Caughey's mission, disbelieve this last portion of his call. They 
may take comfort, perhaps, from the reflection, that all the other 
points have come to pass, and, therefore, some probability exists of 
Mr. Caughey 's safe return home. Of that event Mr. Caughey him- 
self wrote in 1844, — " That I shall return to America is settled ; and 
God is my witness, I have never entertained a contrary thought ; but 
I hope not to sail before I see several thousands of poor sinners con- 
verted to God in England : but should these perish through my hasty 
and vnlful departure from this country, no man can insure me that 
God will not require their blood at my hand. Should my way be 
hedged up from visiting any particular place, I cannot feel that my 
humbled soul will be responsible for the eternal consequences upon 
wretched sinners. With the deepest humility, the language of my 
conscience is — ' A dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me ; 
— necessity is laid upon me, yea, woe is unto me if I preach not 
the gospeV I love the souls whiclf my I^ord Jesus Christ hath pur« 
chased with his most precious blood. I ask no favours from any 
man^ other than what the lore of souls and Christian courtesy may 
inspire ; nor do I wish an invitation to any town in the kingdom, but 
on the above principle, — the Ipve of souls. Should either at any 
lime be denied me, I can only ^eep before the Lord, and still rest- 
lessly pursue the great work he has given me to do; and the day I 
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van see cleatly my work is finished in these kingdoms, I shall most 
gladly prepare to sail for America." — Letters, Vol. L, p. 239. 

I cheerfully leave the defence of Mr. Caughey's conduct to the 
consciences of those who know how to apply the above peculiarly 
appropriate passage. 

I have now thrown together such facts and considerations respecting 
Mr. Caughey's call, as, I ihink, are sufficient for my purpose — ^not in 
90 convincing a form as I could wish, but as fully as my contem- 
plated space will allow. The conclusion seems to me to be inevitable, 
1st, that Mr. Caughey's appearance in this country was divinely 
ordered and appointed ; 2nd, that his mission, in the order of Provi- 
dence, was specially designed for the spiritual advantage of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Connexion, to whose " Christian fellowship" he 
was " cordially commended" by the highest authorities of his own 
church; and drd, that no human being is competent to pronotmce 
when such a mission shall terminate > 

But is not the decision of the Wesleyan Conference a sufficient 
indication that his work is done P 

If that decision be come to without an honest and impartial inquiry 
into the merits and progress of his labours, and irrespectively of such 
indications of success or decline as the work itself presents, it cannot^ 
in the nature and reason of things, be anything of the sort; and as it 
is capable of proof, that at the very time the Conference Beaolation 
was issued, the success of Mr. Caughey's preaching was at its greatest 
height, the true and logical inference is, that Conference has 
injudiciously and rashly interfered with the evident designs of Provi- 
dence : and so far from rightly directing Mr. Caughey to his " proper 
work," there is reason to fear it is chai'geable with the offence of 
Uzzah, whom " God smote for his error." 

The Third Conference reason for desiring to terminate Mr 
Caughey's labours, so far as the Wesleyan Connexion is concerned, 
falls baseless to the ground. 

I have now done with the Conference Resolution. However boldly 
I may have written, I have done it with fear and trembling ; my heart 
and my flesh have shrunk from the ta^, and no consideration should 
have induced me to take my present course, did not the cause of 
TRUTH require it at my hands; for having once entered the lists, I 
am no longer a voluntary agent, but consider myself bound to try the 
strength and force of those reasons which have impelled me to take 
the ground on which I stand. 



PART'tHlftD. 



THE PBESDENT'S DEOLABATION. 



*' Dead flics oante the omttneni of the apothecary to send forth a stinking saToor ; 
So dotti a little folly him that is in reputation for wisdom and honour."— Soloxok. 



No one, who has read with attention the preceding parts of this pam- 
phlet, will be astonished that the friends of Mr. Caughey were deeply 
grieved by the step which was taken by the British Conference 
respecting him. As members and office-bearers of a connexion whose 
chief assembly had rejected and stigmatized as dangerous their per- 
sonally attached and highly valued friend, they felt the painful pecu- 
liarity of their position ; for while they held his cause to be righteous, 
yet in their Methodistical and official character they felt it to be their 
duty to bow with submission to .the decision of the Conference. 
Accordingly, taking it for granted that the Resolution of Conference 
would, sooner or later, result in the return of Mr. Caughey to 
America, a number of them from diffisrent parts of the country 
assembled at Sheffield on the 1st of September, 1846, and adopted 
the following Memorial, which was signed by every member of the 
meeting, and forwarded to Mr. Caughey, a copy being sent to Bishop 
Hedding, of the Methodist Episcopal Church in America : — 

''We the undersigned Stewards, Trustees^ and Leaders of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Society, understanding that the Rev. James 
Caughey is about to return to America, cannot allow him to depart 
without assembling from the various towns which have been the scenes 
of his labours, affectionately and promptly to acknowledge to the glory 
of God — whose chosen instrument we believe him to be — that the 
Special Services which he has conducted in our respective localities 
liave been characterized by simplicity and order ; by the pointed and 
powerful exhibition of Methodist doctrines ; and by the affectionate 
earnestness with which Wesleyan discipline has been recommended. 
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^' That many hundreds have been actually aaded to our Societies in 
the several places in which he has laboured^ and there is a cheering 
prospect that the recent converts will stand fast in the liberty of the 
children of God, are facts to which we gratefully bear our testimony. 

" That by the blessing of God on his faithful ministry another 
result has been a signal revival of pure and primitive Christianity in 
the beans of the people of God^ and a consequent increase of union, 
zeal, and prosperity in every branch of the Wesleyan economy. 

*' And we beg to assure him of our affectionate and lasting remem- 
brance of the ricb and copious blessings which we have received under 
his faithful ministry ; that our aim shall be to follow him as he follows 
Christ in zeal for God and love for souls; and that our earnest 
prayers shall attend him to another land in the hope that his future 
labours may be yet more signally owned of God. 

Moved by Mr. Longden, of Sheffield, 
Seconded by Mr. Mallinson, of Huddersfield." 






PBESBNT, — 

Birmingham.— i , B. Melson, Esq., M. D., Messrs. Edmund Heeley, John Rat- 
clifF, Richard Ford Sturges, Joseph Ward. 

Doncasier, — Mr. Matthew Wilton. 

HuddertfiekL — Messrs. George Mallinson, Benjamin L. ShaW| Joseph Webby 
Thomas Webb. 

Nottingham, — Messrs. Henry Carey, S. Robinson, S. Sansom> Samuel Smith, 
H. N. Towle. 

Sheffield, — Thomas Beard Holy, Esq., Norton House, Messrs. John Banks, 
James Blenkhom, George Chaloner, Benjamin Denton, Joshua Eyre, Fisher 
Godwin, William Hibbert, J. B. Jepsou, John Jepson, John Jones, John Levick, 
Henry Longden, John Sharmao, John Unwiu, James Wilkinson. 

For/:.— T. B. Smithies. 

CJiairman, — John B. Melson, Esq., M. D., of Birmingham. 
Secretaries, — Mr. Edmund Heeley, of Birmingham. 
Mr. John Unwin, of Sheffield. 

Thus it appears that the friends of Mr. Caughey, while strongly 
sympathizing with him, did not suffer one wor^ of complaint or blame 
to escape them with reference to the Conference Resolution ; but with 
an admirable exhibition of peaceful ^nd Christian consistency, con^ 
tented themselves with such an expression of attachment and esteem 
for him as they deemed the peculiar circumstances of the case required, 
and then departed to their own Circuits, — not to agitate the Societies, 
and oppose the administration of Wesleyan discipline, — but to dS 
their own proper work as Wesleyan office-bearers and members^ 
leaving the result with God. 

£3 
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Soon after the above meetings however, the societies were alafxned 
by the assumpliou of harsh measures hostile to Mr. Caughey on the 
part of the official representatives of Conference, which did not 
appear to be either directed or sanctioned by the Resolntion of the 
Oonference, though they purported to be founded thereon. The first 
circumstance of ^is description that was madte public was the recep- 
tion of an order from some quarter, by the Superintendent of the 
Gateshead Circuit, requiring him to close the pulpit to Mr. Caughey,^ 
as referred to at page 30. This was looked upon as an unauthorized 
stretch of power, and o^e totally unwarranted by the Resolution which 
had been sent to Mr. Caughey. Still it was thought that such a 
procedure argued greater baldness of action on the part of the Con- 
nexional executive ihan had ever before been exhibited without a 
known sanction ; and when Dr. Newton informed Mr. Caughey at 
Scarborough, that he would be permitted no longer to preach in 
Wesleyan pulpits, the suspicion very generally arose that another 
resolution was in being to that effect. Enquiry was immediately 
made in various quarters ; but members of the Conference, Superin- 
tendents of Circuits, Chairmen of Districts, and occupiers of the 
platform, one and all, concurred in stating that no such resolution had 
ever passed the Conference ; and the conclusion was that no restriction 
was imposed upon the Superintendents with reference to Mr. Caughey s 
preaching in Wesleyan pulpits during the short time it was understood 
he had to remain in this country. 

Thus, — though the abrupt termination of Mr. Caughey's labours 
at Gateshead, and the statement of Dr. Newton at Scarborough, 
remained unexplained, except on the ground that they were the result 
of a private and extra-con ferential interpretation of the one Confer- 
ence Resolution, — invitations to preach occasional sermons poured in 
upon him from various sources, and after a month's rest, which, 
though caused by the peculiarity of his position, was absolutely 
required by the state of his health, he again commenced preaching in 
Wesleyan Chapels in the month of October. The President of Con- 
ference being soon afterwards engaged in attending occasional services 
in the West Riding of York, was persuaded to visit Sheffield for the 
purpose of preaching an extra sermon in behalf of an Institution 
whose Anniversary had failed to be quite as productive as ordinary ; 
and from thence, at the instigation of parties whose doings in connec- 
tion with the Manchester and Sheffield District Meetings have already 
teen referred to, despatched copies of the following docura^at to the 

* See Appendix, F. 
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SuperintendeDts of the Huddersfield (1st and 2nd), Notiingliatn 
(South), Belper, and Bradwell Circuits: — 

(copy) 

"Sheffield, Oct. 21st, 1846. ^ 
"Dear Brother, — It appears necessary to inform some of the 
brethren, and to remind others, that the lasl Conference resolved, — 
— which resolution was declared from the Chair, and repeated in a 
very full house,-^that no minister shall be allowed to invite or admit 
into the pulpits in his circuit the Rev. James Caughey, Mr. Green-' 
berry, or any other irresponsible minister or preacher. Notwithstdnd- 
ing this it is stated that, in disregard or defiance of such resolution, 
some brethren have admitted into their pulpits these prohibited persons. 
This conduct is in opposition to the authority of Conference, is des- 
troying its influence with the people, and calculated to dissolve that 
union among ourselves in which consists our strength ; subjecting to 
annoyance and persecution those brethren who conscientiously carry 
out the determination of the Conference — for if these irregularities are 
admitted in one circuit, other circuits which are denied (hem, will 
deem themselves treated with injustice or partiality. These proceed- 
ings have already produced disunion among the brethren, and 
threatened a schism in some of our societies. If this calamity 
should occur, the consequences must fall on the heads of those who 
have encouraged or permitted these irregularities. As my office 
requires me to take an oversight of the Connexion at large, it becomes 
my duty to carry out the resolutions of the Conference, and it will be 
equally my duty to report defaulters to our highest tribunal. 

" I am, dear Brother, yours faithfully, 

"William Atherton/* 

f 

The above letter (which was forwarded by some party to the Wes- 
ley an) produced as great a sensation as did Mr. Caughey's flight from 
Gateshead. Here was a distinct allusion to, and authoritative, citation 
of, a resolution, the very existence of which had been extensively 
denied. It also took cognizance of the labours of an humble, laborious, 
acceptable, and regularly accredited local preacher, whom it stigmatized, 
at the same time with Mr. Gaughey, as an irresponsible and,jtherefore, 
" prohibited person." Both these circumstances took the connexion 
by surprise ; but the majority of those ministers who had before denied 
the existence of a second resolution, reiterated their contrary statement 
when appealed to ; and this induced some of the parties who. supported 
the President boldly to affirm that what the President professed to 
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quote, was a bona fide " Act of Conference." The facile phrase 
gained currency : the term " Resolution" was to a great extent aban- 
doned ; but under the professed sanction of an " Act" or " Decision of 
Conference/' the crusade was continued. The most absurd rumours''^ 
were industriously circulated respecting both Mr. Caughey and his 
proceedings, with a view to show that Conference had not interfered 
before it was time, but had treated him with great leniency and forbear- 
ance : advantage was also taken of every passing circumstance, of the 
slightest dubiety in its complexion or bearing, to give a false estimate 
of his character and conduct, and thus throw doubts of his Christian 
consistency and integrity into the minds of his friends; while the 
President continued to pursue him with prohibitory letters wherever he 
accepted invitations to preach. 

>^ The whole of these proceedings were viewed by men of sober 
thinking habits, with alarm and grief. Numbers of truly English and 
Wesleyan heaits were wounded to the quick by the spectacle which the 
connexion exhibited, in which a "solitary stranger," — only distin- 
guished from the mass of his fellow men by his burning zeal for the 
salvation of perishing sinners, and the unexampled success which 
attended his exertions to snatch them from the fire unquenchable, — was 
hunted up'and down the country " like a partridge upon the moun- 
tains ;" while the arm of power that pursued him was evidently lifted 
up without any known and visible sanction from that fountain of 
authority to which the whole Methodist body was accustomed to defer 
with cheerful contentment and submission. The excitement in some 
quarters was intense : a cry for a copy of the formal decision of Con- 
ference became general; and Mr. Caughey, in order to escape the 
wrath of the President, by conforming to every Methodistical usage 
that the most captious mind could require of a person in his circum- 

* That he had refased to connect himself with Conference, and act under its 
direction. 

That he had promised the Leeds Conference of 1845, be would return home 
in three months. 

That he was making a fortune out of the numerous presents made to him. 

That the fame he had ohtained, enabled him to realize vast sums by the sale 
of his publications. 

That it was evident his present movements were intended to promote excite- 
ment, and thus increase the sale of his books. 

That there was room to believe he came to Europe for the express purpose of 
publishing his travels, in order to make a good purse before returning home. 

That Conference had repeatedly intimated to Mr. Caughey their wish that he 
should return home, but he had totally disregarded those intimations, and seemed 
determined not to go until he was compelled, &c., usque ad natueam ! 
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stiihces, peraiitted himself to be placed in a position to become a private 
member of society, preparatory to being proposed as a Local Preacher 
at the Quarterly Meeting of the Sheffield West Circuit, with the hope 
that such a step would remove the scruples of order-loving men, meet 
the objections stated in the Resolution of the Conference, and allay th^ 
unhappy e^ccitement of the people, during the short remainder of his 
stay in this country. 

This step was not taken hastily. It was proposed to Mr. Caughey 
soon after Conference, while he was at Sunderland, and on the first 
intimation from a Supetintendent that there was any difficulty in the 
way of his being employed in Wesleyan Circuits as before. He 
immediately acceded to the proposal, and Mr. John Unwin, of Sheffield, 
was instructed to take the nebessary steps for its accomplishment. 
When the project was mentioned to the Rev. A. E. Fannr, he 
expressed the greatest satisfaction and delight at the prospect which 
it held out of securing the peace of the Connexion, and fulfilling 
what seemed to be the wishes of Conference, as expressed in their 
resolution. The Rev. W. Vevers, of Hull, also, who happened to 
pass through Sheffield about that time, was highly pleased with the 
proposal, as it would open the way for Mr. Caughey to preach occa- 
, sional sermons in his Circuit — a thing he could not hope to accom- 
plish as matters stood at that time. Ui^ortunately, Mr. Farrar 
decided upon consulting the President of Conference on the subject, 
although he was himself competent, at the head of the local preachers' 
meeting, to judge who should or should not be admitted upon the 
plan. By this step the hopes of the fiiends of peace were dashed to 
the ground ; for the President rejected the proposition, and adminis- 
tered a sharp rebuke to those who made it. This was in the month 
of September. 

I must pause here to inquire by what authority the President has 
exercised such a power as this ? If " the highest judicial courts of 
the land" have pronounced the pulpits to which Wesleyan Ministersr 
are regularly and officially appointed, during their tepn of itinerancy, 
'* to be indisputably theirs, and fully at their disposal," what right has 
the P]:esident to interfere with any Minister in the disposal of his 
pulpits so long as he adheres to, and maintains, Wesleyan doctrines 
and discipline as laid down in the Minutes of Conference, the Sermons 
of Mr. Wesley, and his Notes on the New Testament ? And is not 
such an interference unauthorized by any existing law or usage of the 
Connexion, and consequently a stretch of power both illegal and 
unmethodistical ? 

After the publication of the President's '' Letter of Prohibition/* 
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talrpady given,) it seemed imperative that the attempt to place Mr» 
Caughey Methodistically beyond the reach of such offensive missives 
should be carried out as far as Methodist law and usage would sanction. 
The arrangement was, that Mr. Caughey should become a member of 
Mr. Unwins class (as distinctly stated to Mr. Farrar in September) 
and that he should be proposed in due form at the Local Preachers* 
Meeting in December. When this arrangement w&s mentioned to 
the Stewards of the Sheffield West Circuit, Messrs. W«. J. Beet and 
Joseph Smith, they urged Mr. Unwin to try its practicability, as u 
means of allaying the excitement caused by the conduct of the 
President, and of promoting the peace of the Connexion. 

At the quarterly visitation of the classes in December, the minister 
who met the class, being a junior, withheld the ticket from Mr. 
Caughey on the ground that his Superintendent had the matter in 
hand, and he would rather leave it there. The leader, in a few days, 
waited upon Mr. Farrar to obtain the ticket, at the same time pre- 
senting Mr. Caughey 's ticket money, and giving notice of his inten^^ 
tion to propose him in the ordinary form, at the Local Preachers' 
Meeting, to come on the circuit plan. Here again Mr. Farrar refused 
to act upon his own competent Methodistical authority, and declined 
compliance until he had consulted the President. 

When the reply of the President arrived, Mr. Farrar stated, in 
brief, both to the leader in private, and to the Leaders' Meeting, after 
it had unanimously admitted that Mr. Caughey was a fit and proper 
person to become a member of the Methodist Society, " I have con- 
sulted the President, who states that neither he nor I have any power 
to recede from the decision of Conference. By that decision I shall 
now, at all risks, abide." 

This procedure, though based upon a decision of Conference the 
very existence of which was extensively denied, would have rendered 
informal and unnecessary the proposed application to the Local 
Preachers' Meeting, and it consequently did not take place. 

While these circumstances were occurring, an elaborate article was 
published in a local newspaper, calculated to mislead very greatly the 
public mind, a9 it contained many errors and misstatements which 
were ingeniously interwoven with much truth, and thus rendered 
plausible to those who were only partially acquainted with the facts of 
the case. It assumed that the Conference had passed more than one 
resolution, and on that assumption gave a running detail of reasons 
and events connected with the case, interspersed with comments not of 
the most friendly character to Mr. Caughey ; the whole tending to 
justify the proceedings of the President and those who acted with him. 
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The special pleading of this document was met to a great extent by 
a series of questions, admirably put, in a contemporary journal. I 
cannot do better than quote the article here^ as it indicates generally 
the ground and character of those reports which bav^ been so pertina- 
ciously dwelt upon and promoted by certain parlies in the connexion : — 

"THE REV. JAMES CAUGHEY. 

" TO THB EDITOR OF THE SHEFFIELD INDEPENDENT. 

" Sir, — I think it is not right that so many scandalous reports and 
misstatements should be circulated against the above gentleman 
without the authors of them being called upon to give some authority 
for their assertions. As I see articles have been published respecting 
him here, taking for granted many of the false tumours of the day, I 
shall feel obliged if you will allow me to ask a few questions, and 
if you or any of your correspondents can answer them satisfactorily 
I am sure it will help the cause of truth. 

'* 1st. As it is positively affirmed that Mr. Canghey has amassed 
large sums of money by his publications, will those persons who have 
given publicity to such statements be kind enough to inform me and 
the public how much he has actually received, and when and from 
whom he received it ? 

"2nd. If those persons who' have charged Mr. Caughey with 
amassing riches are imable to answer the foregoing question, or give 
respectable authority for their statements, onght they not to be 
ashamed of themselves for circulating reports the truth of which they 
are unable to prove P 

" 3rd. If Mr. Caughey, while spending so much time in travelling 
about and preaching, both on sabbath days and week days, has de- 
voted that time to literary pursuits which other miastecs usually re- 
quire for rest and relaxation, and thereby realized considerable sum» 
of money, ought it not to excite our highest admiralion of bis un- 
paralleled industry, and indefatigable zeal, both with his tongue and 
pen, in the cause of his divine Master P 

'' 4th. As one of the reasons given for the conduct of the Confer- 
ence to Mr. Caughey is, that he refused to become connected with 
the Wesleyan Conference, will any one have the kindness to inform 
me when and where Mr. Caughey refused such connexion P 

"dth. As another reason assigned is, that if Conference did not 
adopt some measure for Mr. Caughey's return he might be disposed 
not to return at all, I should like to know what particular kind of 
calamity or disastrous result would be the consequence if he neye^ 
should return P 
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" 6th. Is it not very unreasonable to talk about Mr. Qffughey's 
'irregularity/ and 'irresponsibility/ since Mr. Oaughey never oc- 
cupied a pulpit without proper Methodistical permission, and never 
stayed longer in a circuit than the superintendent d^ired him P 

" 7th. If the abundant usefulness of a minister is not a proof 
that he is in that sphere of usefulness which God would have him 
occupy, what is the criterion by which any minister may judge P 

" 8th. Since the Almighty has owned and blessed the labours of Mr. 
Caughey to an ' extraordinary and unparalleled' degree in the conver- 
sion of souls, if such favours from God are the criteria by which we 
are to judge of the will of God concerning any minister, is it not 
only dangerous, but very wicked, in any man or set of men to oppose 
the will of God thusi^made evident in the case of Mr. Caughey P 

'' 9th. Since the Conference (or a very limited part of Conference) 
considered Mr. Caughey's position a dangerous one to Methodism, 
because he was under no supervision like other ministers, would not 
such danger be removed by Mr. Caughey being admitted into the 
connexion as a local preacher P 

^' 10th. If Mr. Caughey should offer himself to the connexion and 
be refused admission, will not such refusal warrant the suspicion that 
the ^barge of irregularity and irresponsibility was a mere shuffle for 
want of a better P and that the parties who originated it are afraid of 
their real motives for preferring such a charge being brought to light P 

''11th. If Mr. Caughey was under the control of the Superinten- 
dents who were appointed by the express authority of Conference,- and 
if Mr. Greenberry be an accredited local preacher, what did the 
President mean in his letter of prohibition to the Superintendents by 
the term ' irresponsible minister or preacher P' 

'* 12th« But ifcMr. Caughey is wishful, for peace sake, to put himself 
under conferential authority, and is refused, will not those who refuse 
him &ir]y represent the Gadarenes pf old, who prayed Christ to depart 
out of their coasts, although he was casting out devils from amongst 
them P 

" 13th. Is the conduct of Conference consistent with the principles 
laid down by Mr. Wesley in his sermon on bigotry P If not, what 
right have the Conference to assume his name P 

" I4th. If souls be of so much value that one spul is worth more 
than one world, and every soul saved is an additional gem in the 
crown of the Redeemer, as was stated in the Park Chapel on Sunday, 
Dec. Idth, by the Bev. Joseph Hargreaves, ought we not to rejoice 
when hundreds are converted, even though it be by the instrumentalit}^ 
of men prohibited by Conference P 
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** Idth. If Mr. Caughey hisis been made the instrument of converting 
five hundred souls since Conference ordered him to desist from 
preaching, and thereby added five hundred gems to his Master's 
crown^ would' not the Conference have robbed the Redeemer of those 
^ve hundred gems if they had succeeded in putting him down ? 

" 16th. Is there common sense in saying Mr. Caughey might have 
been the instrument of converting as many in America, if he had 
gone, since it is not even known to those who deny the reality of his 
special call to visit Europe whether he might have arrived safe in 
America or not; and since his great success here is convincing 
evidence that he is where his Divine Master would have him be P 

" I am. Sir, yours respectfully, 

" Dec. 29. 1846." '^A Lover op Truth. 

The above article (to which no reply has ever been attempted) is a 
specimen of that sort of questioning which was going on in many 
parts of the Connexion with reference to this extraordinary case. 
Still the societies remained in a state of blank wonder and curiosity as 
to the existence of a second resolution of Conference; nothing 
tangible or authentic was published concerning it; and I then 
addressed a letter to the Sheffield Mercury, which contained in 
substance that critical examination of the Conference Resolution 
inserted in Part Second, of this pamphlet, and a number of observations 
tpon the then state of the case which were intended to elicit the truth, 
if by any possibility it could be ascertained ; intimating my belief that 
no second Resolution of Conference existed, except in the imagina^ 
tion of the President, This brought out from two independent and 
opposing sources the actual circumstances of the case. As the two 
accounts are singularly corroborative, the one of tHb other, I quote 
both. 

The first statement is made by the Editor of the Wesleyan, who 
was in Bristol at the time the Conference sat, and obtained his infor- 
mation from ministers of credit and high station. He says — 

" The vote that a letter should be written to Mr. Caughey's Bishop, 
passed the Conference on the evening of Monday, August 10th. But 
on Wednesday, the 12th, the matter was brought up again, by some* 
thing (if we mistake nof) arising out of the Minutes of the SheflSeld 
District Meeting, concerning the employment of a local preacher of 
the name of Greenbury. Occasion was tal^en, strangely enough, to 
link Mr. Caughey 's case with Mr. Greenbnry's; and Mr. Scott was 
requested — and we believe we naay say appointed — by the Conferenca 
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Ministers in the Wesleyan pulpits. But, after taking till the next 
day to consider of it, Mr. Scott declined the attempt, expressing his 
conviction^ that it would be difficult, considering the present feeling of 
some of the brethren, to draw up such a resolution as would be 
generally satisfactory. Here, then, the Conference stuck fast. 
Nothing was done ; — nothing of what was wished by Mr. Caughey s 
opponents could apparently be accomplished. But the following 
expedient was hit upon. Some sage legislator proposed,— some 
other seconded, — and yet a third supported, that the President should 
declare the will of the Conference to be, that Mr. Caughey should 
be no more employed. Still eren this was not put to the vote ; nor 
was it formally passed by the Conference. The authors of this 
notable scheme, after screwing their courage up to the brink, shrunk 
fi*om the dreaded plunge. It was never passed. Yet the President 
did declare accordingly, and so the matter rested. 

"Now, we leave these facts, (for the correctness of which we 
pledge ourselves,) to the consideration of our readers, many of 
whom are well acquainted with the mode of transacting business in 
legislative assemblies; — and we put it to them,— whether there is a 
shadow of evidence to prove the existence of this formidable decision 
of Conference, on which the President strangely dwells. For our- 
selves, we think the wonder is, — not that some of the brethren have 
refused to be terrified at this scarecrow, and so have acted on the 
dictates of their own good sense, and as the welfare of their circuits 
seemed to require ; but the marvel is, that any of them should have 
thought themselves bound to obey a law which has never yet been 
proved to exist." — Wesleyan, Jan. 13, 1847, 

The same week that the above account was published, a writer in 
one of the Sheffield newspapers, signing himself '^ Alpha," and termed 
semi-official by the Editor, under whose auspices he obtained publicity 
for some theological and philosophical eccentricities of a startling 
character, took occasion to add a postscript to his communication in 
the following terms :-— 

" P. S. — As there has been much misunderstanding upon, and 
considerably more quibbling to fritter away the force of the act of the 
last Conference to prevent Mr. Caughey from any longer occupying 
Wesleyan pulpits in this country, and as the mattet has not been 
directly mentioned in the above letter, I do confidently assert, on the 
best authority,, that whilst there was no voting on the subject, yet the 
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President did (on a proposition being moved and seconded to the 
effect) rise from his chair and declare such to be the judgment of the 
Conference, and that, too, in his official capacity, — and to this decla- 
ration there was no oppositio\i or disseut publicly expressed. 

" This act I conceive to be virtually as much the deed of the body, 
as if more formally done ; and to all intents and purposes as binding 
on the whole connexion." 

Thus has this famous " Resolution,*' " Decision," or ** Act of 
Conference," dwindled down to a mere " Declaration" from the chair, 
in behalf of »which it is not even pretended that the Conference, by 
any formsd act delegated its authority to the President while he made 
it.*^ Thus,, also, have we at last something presented to us that is 
tangible, and a fit subject for examination. 

The concluding sentence of " Alpha's" postscript indicates the 
ground which he and many other ministers are taking in this contro- 
versy, and is tantamount to an assertion — '* That an announcement 
or declaration from the chair {though it has never passed the Con^ 
ference) is equal to a positive law" 

I have very little hesitation in asserting that this doctrine is alto- 
gether novel, and dangerous to the ^ell^b^ng of any community that 
should adopt it; and- in our own XJonnexion the admission of such a 
principle of action as that claimed for the President in this case, 
would be dangerous to, and subversive of, the privileges of every order 
of men, from the Chairman .of Districts down to private members, 
it would tend to concentrate in the person of one annual officer the 
whole power and authority of the Conference : every official position 
in the Connexion might, by two parasitical flatterers of the President, 
be placed at his dieposal, by^their simply moving and seconding a 
proposition ; and what would under present circumstances be a mere 
4>rutum fulmen aimed at the position or^^haracter of any member of 



* I am informed the President pleads that, although no formal delegation of 
authority took place, yet the Conference iacUly acquiesced in the declaration 
^hen it was made -from the chair. This is pure assnmptioa. The declaration 
'viras listened to with strong macks. of disaj^robation; but as it was made on ike 
latt day qf the Conference, when mjLch misceUaoeoqs and unimportant business 
was on hand, the subject was permitted to drop, as .being sufficiently settled 
already. To the President's plea, however, it is enough to .reply that the Con- 
ference can do nothing tacitly. If it be admitted that an Act of the Conference 
may be constituted in some other way than that which is made legal and binding 
by Mr. Wesley's Poll Deed, the really Wesley-aa safeguards of the Connexioii 
^iil bgCQiQe mer^ cobweb ^nd gossamer in tl^e hi^nds of ^ dpminaiVt B^^t 
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the Connexion, would then become a terrible engine of despotic 
power, subjecting to ban and loss the objects of ecclesiastical suspicion 
or procedure Without trial or examination. To me, the view which 
opens out of the possible state of the Wesleyan body at its second 
Centenary, by the operation of such a principle as this, is frightful in 
the extreme* Surely that Providence which has so signally superin- 
tended the operations of Methodism in past times, and appointed its 
mission among the tribes of earth, will not commit the Connexion 
wholly into the hand of man, and leave it to such a &te as this 1 

But there is hope for the Connexion. The very preposterousness 
of the position, surpassing in egregrious folly that assumed by the 
plotting worshippers of Babylonian despotism in the days of Daniel, 
will be its own condemnation ; even if the body generally should for 
the moment suffer itself to be blinded to the' consequences of, ad- 
mitting it. This, however, I do not fear ; and a few observations upon 
its bearing and general character will, I hope, be sufficient to preserve 
all sensible men from being misled by the positive statements and 
assumptions of those who profess to be supporters of the authority of 
the President, and of the power of the Conference. 

I take it for granted the fact was as stated, — that, on a proposal 
being moved and seconded, the President, without putting it to the 
vote, declared the judgement of the Conference to be, that " no Super- 
intendent should be permitted to invite or admit into the pulpits ip his 
Circuit, the Rev. James Caughey, Mr. Greenberry, or any other 
irresponsible Minister or Preacher/' (See President's Letter of Pro- 
hibition, page 47.) This act of the President is declared to be 
'' virtuaUy as much the deed of the body, as if more formally done ; 
and to all intents and purposes as binding cm the whole Connexion.'* 
In general terms, it is attempted to establish as a principle in Wes- 
leyan legislation, ''That an announcement or declaration from the 
chair, though it has never passed the Conference, is equal to a positive 
law." 

Such a principle as this has hitherto been unknown in Wesleyan 
legislation. I find no provision in the legal documents of the Con- 
nexion, nor ^ the enactments of Conference, which authorizes the 
President, on a proposition being moved and seconded, to pass by the 
ordinary business form of putting it to the vote, and to declare, 
ex cathedra, what is the judgement of the Conference thereon. *' His 
official capacity" avails him nothing in such a case as this : the only 
''privilege and power" he possesses in contradistinction to other 
Ministers in Conference, is that " of two members (or votes) in all 
acts of the Conference;" and no other powei* ci^n h^ exercise unless 
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h be entrusted to him by express vote of the CoDference. But % do 
find that sucb an infraction of the coQstitution of Methodism, ior I 
hesitate not to affirm that it is so, is distinctly condemned by the four- 
teenth clause of Mr. Wesley's " Deed of Declaration/' the Magna 
jCAar/a of Methodism, which, collated with the second clause of the same 
Deed> requires that " the act of the majority in namber of the Con- 
ference assembled, should .be had, l^ken, and be, the act of the whole 
Conference to all intents, purposes, and construcMons, whatsoever:" 
thai '* all acts whatsoever of the (Conference should be entered and 
written in the Journals or Minutes of the Conference, which should 
be kept for that purpose, publicly read, and then subscribed by the 
President and Secretary Ahereof for the time being, during the time 
such Conference should be assembled ;" *' and whatever should not 
he so entered and subscribed as Biiorem^,. should not be had, taken, 
received, or be, the act of the Conference." (See Qrindrod, pp. 361, 
354^.) 

To my mind the above extracts are conclusive. This declaration 
of the President is not even pretended to be the act of a majority : it 
is strangely cidled an " Act of Conference," but it can only be called 
fluch in that loose uu technical sense in which it has been again and 
again affirmed, that Conference " signified its views" and gave ''kind 
intimations" of its will to Mr. Caughey through his friends, when 
ther;^ is every reason to believe Conference never did anything of the 
sort, but only suffisred a debate to be raised* upon the propriety of 
sending Mr. Caughey home again, by those .who would have it so. 
But even supposing that an informality of the description here pointed 
out (that of not taking a vote) should not render an act of the Con- 
ference invalid (a point that cannot by any means be admitted ;) yet 
if it be proved that such act has been omitted from " the Journals os 
Minutes of the Conference, which should be kept, publicly read, and 
then subscribed by the President and Secretary/' where* then, is its 
force and authority P The Deed dedares that in that case it shall 
'' not be had, taken, jeceived, or be, the act of the Conference ;" and 
as this act of the President has n&vet been entered in the Conference 
Journal, I therefore conclude that, so far from its being the act of 
Conference to exclude Mr. Caughey from Wesleyan pulpits during 
the short time he may now remain in this country, all those parties 
who are assisting to carry out the President s Declaration, under the 
pretence that it is an act of Conference, are committing a manifest 
breach of Wesleyan law> — a positive infringement of the constittttioQ 
of Methodism.->^ 

* See note on page 05. 

f3 
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NoW| I appeal to the memcmes of all those Ministers who were 
present during that solemn transaction of publicly readings confirming^ 
and signing the Journal of Conference. Can any one of them affinn 
that the President's Declaration forms any item in that Journal, or 
that there is in it the slightest allusion to this so called Act of Con- 
ference P I am assured the memory of every Minister who. was 
present will fail to recal any such minute to his recollection. In fact« 
it has never been pretended that there is any written record of what 
the President said hi any book of Conference whatever ; and the 
probability is, that the President himself would be quite unable to 
state the exact words he used. 

If these statements are correct, and I challenge contradiction, then 
the Conmexion is at present suffering under an illegal enforcement 
of authorityi contrary to the express will of Mr, Wtfsley, as 
contained in his PolUDeed. ' 

Now as to the reason of the thing : — 

(l.)-^A mere verbal announcement, such as that attributed to tlie 
President, cannot by possibility hare the nature, nor perform the 
functions of a law. Its own mgueness destroys it. Two persons 
take it in different senses; a dozen persons may report its term» 
differently. For instance, — the President declared that the brethren 
were not to employ Mr. Caughey. Some of them inferred that this 
applied exclusively to protracted services, but did not forbid an 
occasional sermon on any great public or annual occasion: others 
inferred that it was a total prohibition (in defiance of all the principles 
of Christian charity and evangelical union). Would it not be an 
intolerable hardship for one infei*ence to be made to give way to the 
other, when there is no sufficient tangible proof in existence that the 
restrictive interpretation is more correct than the other ? 

(2.)— "But it is said, " Here is a law." Well,— we are all atten- 
tion : — Let us hear it. Has it been passed ? No ! Then, what is it ? 
Has it been written P No ! How then can we possibly know what 
it is ? Has it ever been promulgedP No ! No publication of it 
has been seen or heard of \ *' But the President,** it is said, " has de« 
dared it." Pray can you tell what the President declared ? Or, can 
he tell himself P Now here is a mairvellous thing : — out of a body of 
twelve hundred Ministers, perhaps, four hundred are present in Con* 
ference when a law is declared ; the remaining eight hundred have no 
means of knowing anything about this new law. Are they to be sab- 
ject to it P If it be replied '* Yes !*' this snrely is an intolerable hard- 
ship. If it be said, ''They are to be exempted ;** how can it then, in 
reason, be held to be binding on those wfao;^ though present, were' ^a 
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consenting parties to it P It is, therefore, inoperative, and does not 
possess* the usual characteristics of a law in force. 

(3.)— This is a mode of legislation never practise'd in any other 
legislative assembly. What would the people of England think, if 
the Speaker of the House of Commons were td set aside the con- 
stitutional practice which requires a bill in Parliament to be read three 
times, and, on some particular motion being made, in which his own 
feelings concurred, were to declare the will of the House to be, that 
that motion should become the law of the land P The probability is, 
that both Parliament and the nation would resist it toiis viribtis. But 
the thing is so preposterously absurd, that even this plain and obvious 
illustration might be ])resumed to be unnecessary, were it not requisite 
to strip this so called ''Act of Conference" of every shred of its 
assumed legal habiliments. 

(4.) — But has it not been the practice of the Methodist Conference 
to declare its mind in this way P To this I answer, on evidence that 
cannot be questioned, it is altogether a mode of action without parallel 
in the history of the Conference ; though something a little approach- 
ing to it has been once*or twice attempted, but without success : and 
as it deprives the brethren of their undoubted right to vote on all acts 
of Conference, it is, consequently, an infringement upon their liberty, 
a breach of their privileges, which might be used to the personal 
detriment of any member of the Conference. The danger of per- 
mitting such a proceeding to exist in sucli a shape as to furnish a 
precedent for future guidance in Methodist legislation, is obvious and 
imminent; and all our Ministers who Jove Wesleyan Methodism for 
its own sake, as well as for its pre-eminently Scriptural form of doctrine 
and discipline, will assuredly uphold Mr. Wesley's Deed of Declara- 
Hon, the true authority of Conference and the liberties of the preachers 
secured thereby, and the well-being of our great connexion, in oppo- 
sition to, and to the utter annihilation of, this Declaration from the 
Chair, 

There is yet another ground upon which I feel compelled to take 
exception against this strange act of the President. If we examine 
the President's Letter of Prohibition (see page 47), we find the terms 
made use of by him are tantamount to the citation of a rule for the 
whole connexion. He says — " The last Conference resolved, that no 
.Minister shall be allowed to invite or admit into the pulpits in his 
circuit the Rev. James Caughey, Mr. Greenberry^ or any other irre- 
sponsible Minister or Preacher." Now this, notwithstanding its 
intentional, though still casual, bearing upon the two cases cited, is 
to all intents and purposes a " new rule for the societies at large,'* 
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xtuthoritatively propounded by the chief officer of the Connexion. But 
if we examine it in this light by the acknowledged laws of Methodism, 
its aspect is still worse than as a simple Resolution of the Conference. 
According to an enactment of Conierenee in 1 8 16, " No motion shall 
he discussed, at an5r future Conference, proposing a new rule that 
'Would affect our Connexion in general, unless notice be given of such 
motion at least on the day before it is brought forwai'd." It is needless 
•to state, that notice was never given to the Conference respecting this 
** new rule" of the President;, and it is therefofe invalidated at the 
outset. 

But further, — the Conference of 1797 '* determined. That if, at any 
time, the Conference see it necessary to make any new rule for tlie 
societies at large, and such rule should be objected to at the first 
Quarterly Meeting in any given ^Circuit ; and if the major part of 
that Meeting, in conjunction with the Preachers, be .of opinion, that 
ihe enforcing of such cule in that Circuit will be injurious to the 
.prosperity of that Circuit ; ix ssall not sb enforobd, in oppon 
sition to the judgement of such Quarterly Meeting, before the second 
Conference. But if the rule be confirmed b^ the second Conferen<;e, 
it shall be binding to the whole Connexion.*' Now the President has 
been enforcing a *' new rule for the societies at large" during more 
than two thirds of our Methodistical year^ — ^and one which, if it had 
been promulgated in the ordhiary form, and in due time, would have 
been vetoed by more than one Quarterly Meeting in the Connexion, 
for one year at least. Strange questionings, and stranger feelings, arise 
in one's mind at this unexampled proceeding. Why was it that the 
Sheffield District Meeting asked Conference to enact a uew regulation 
to restrict and regulate the labours of Ministers aud Preachers, when a 
law already existed in the statute-book of Methodism {see Grindrod 
p. 15^), which, if duly enforce4» would accomplish every desirable 
purpose ? Why was not the usual '' day's notice" given for the con* 
sideration of the contemplated " new rule" ? Why did the President, 
ii^the.face of a divided house, and when the combined opponents of 
Mr. Caughey ivere reduced to the use of extreme measures for effecting 
their very questionable designs, take the matter out of the hands of 
Conference, and with undisceming temerity decide ex cathedra the 
question of this " new rule," unproposed, unput, unvoted on ? Why, 
when so unbending a determination to carry a poiut, was exhibited in 
Conference, was the '' new rule" kept closely concealed for months 
from the eyes of the Connexion, as if an exposure was to be dreaded 
and avoided ? Was it lest the measure should be subjected in any 
circuit to the Quarterly Meeting veto, that the knowledge of it ^^^ 
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carefully hiddeo, even from the Ministers themselves who did not 
attend the Conference ? 

But I forbear. — Surely charity is not to suffer a total discomfiture in 
this extraordinary controversy ! I would fain hope that those parties 
who have been most prominent and active in opposing Mr. Caughey, 
have with a single eye pursued that coarse which their consciences 
dictated as the only Une of duty. Their actions, to say the least, are 
of a very dubious character. I do not pretend, nor will I attempt^ to 
search out and impugn their motivei : to God and to their own con* 
sciences I leave them. 

Whether then we consider this ** Declaration of the President as a 
simple " Resolution of the Conference/' or as " a new rule for the 
societies at large/' it is so maimed and mutilated of its fair proportions 
in every stage of its progress, and at last issues forth to human view, 
with a face of such intolerable ugliness, that it has been with the utmost 
difficulty the connexion could obtain a recognizable view of its 
features ; and the most obvious inference is, that the parents were 
ashamed of their own oflspring. 

The consequences to the Connexion, however, have been most 
serious. Confidence in the men who have the general direction of the 
vast interests of Methodism is shaken to a greater degree than it has 
been at any time since the death of Mr. Wesley. An ill-concealed 
uneasiness exists to a great extent in many of our best Societies ; much 
excitement has prevailed ; and if it is necessary to enquire how it has 
been produced, the answer is ready at hand : — 

The President's Declaration trom the chair has origi- 
natbd all the mischief. 

There is every reasi&i to believe that if the Conference Resolution 
to request Mr. Caughey's recal had been left to work its own result 
and intention, the Connexion would have quietly submitted to it after 
the example of the Sheffield Meeting; Mr. Caughey would have been 
safely over the Atlantic before the next Conference, and there the 
** irregularity and irresponsibility" complained of, would have termiA- 
ted.' Instead, however, of calmly abiding by the force and dignity of 
a bona fide resolution, having the characteristics and authority of 
Methodist law, the President alarmed the Connexion by issuing pro- 
hibitory and threatening letters, which professed to be grounded upon 
a resolution of Conference never before heard of in any tangible shape. 
This was naturally regarded as an unnecessarily harsh mode of enfor- 
cing a resolution which did not appear (from its phraseology) to be 
intended to forbid Mr. Caughey preaching during the time that might 
intervene between the passing of th^ resolution and the completion of 
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Ills arrangements (o return home ; and his friends, anxious and pef- 
plexed^ enquired. How is this ? What is the cause ? Where is the 
law ? Had there been even here an appeal to a definite and veritable 
law passed by the Conference, I have little doubt that, even in this 
extreme case, — in which the principles of English hospitality and 
Christian charity were being .set at nought by the manner in which an 
American Visitant, acknowledged and accredited as an ordained Minister 
of the Goi^d, was pursued from town to town, — the excitement would 
have subsided, and the law been acquiesced in, until in some constitu- 
tional mode it could have been repealed. But these enquiries were 
only met by unsatisfactory generalities, and vague statements ; the 
resolution pleaded«was never forthcoming'; the iatc was never 'promul- 
gated. 

When, however, it was at length discovered that the Resolution 
professed to be quoted by the President was .an assumption and a 
cheat,— ^at it possessed neither the technical form nor any of the 
characteristics of Methodist ^regulation or law, — that it was being acted 
on and enforced in defiance of those principles of Wesleyan legislation 
which have long guided the Conference in adopting their decisions, and 
of those other principl^s of Christian union and expansive charity so 
proininenUy advocated at its last session, when it fervently besought 
** the I/)rd the Spirit" ^ to pour out his choicest ii^uences upon the 
Christian Brethren from many countries and communities," " mercu 
fully disposing them to the exercise of all holy and kindly affections 
toward each other* — (Minutes, 1846^ p. 149) ; — when aU this was 
discovered, no wonder that excitement continued to exist ; no wonder 
that it was not allayed when the friends of Mr. Canghey were insultej 
with opprobrious epithets, — when >they wefe termed rebelliotu, 
Cat^heyiie, hostile io Conference, libellous, ghusive, vindictive^ 
Anti^Wesleyan ; and the gratuitous slander was attempted to be 
fastened upon them, that they " would view with comparative indiffer* 
ence the dissolution of Conference, the explosion of Methodism^ and 
t^ destruction of its system !" 

In refusing to acknowledge the validity of such an junconstitutional 
and anti-inethodistical procedure as that of th^ President in this case, 
•the friends of Mr. Caoghey, are the true -friends of Conference and 
i)f the Connexion ; and, relying on their righteous cause and truly 
Wesleyan position, they can afford to pass over abuse of this nature 
in silence. By their known attachment and support of Methodism, 
and Methodist principles and Institutions, do they alone desire to be 
judged. 

49 4Q.eip£unple of the spirit in wl)ich Wesleyans iq^^eneral^ apd Udq 
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friends of Mr. Caughey in psCrticular, are accustomed to respect and 
defer to proper authority, I present the following document : — 

(copy.) 

To THE Rev. William AthertoV. 

" S , Jan. 6th, 1847. 

*' Rev. and dear Sir, 

" We, the undersigned members of the Quarterly 

Mejeting in the S Circuit, have expressed the strong desire of 

ourselves, and the members of our classes, to have the services of the 
Rev. James Caughey to preach some anniversary sermons, &c., which 
elicited from our Superintendent, the Rev. , the pecu- 
liarly difficult position in which our wishes placed him ;. we therefore 
have resolved to entreat all the interference on our behalf which yout 
high position can afford us. We know Mr. Caughey continues^ to 
occupy many of our pulpits in other circuits, and that great spiritual 
and financial benefits are. the common result; we have a very large 
circuit debt, and other liabilities, which press very heavily upon us, 
which we believe would be in a great measure removed by his services. 

Allow us to assure you Mr. * lives in our esteem and affection, 

and we fully understand the difficulty in which our, urgent request 
places him ; but we^ believe that we are actuated only by an anxious 
desire to promote the best interests of Methodism in our circuit, and 
the glory of God; especially so, as Ministers and people are all 
perfectly agreed on the subject,, so far as our Circuit is concerned. 
We beg to assure you-,, and the Conference by you, that we desire to 
render all that Christian submission which our relative position 
requires, and for which we think the S Circuit has ever been 

characterized, and which we most earnestly desire and resolve to main- 
tain : we therefore hope you will give our wishes your most serious 
attention ; and as we feel assured that good, and only good, will be 
the result, we do hope you will give your consent, and thus be further 
instrumental in saving souls from death, and hiding a multitude*of 
sins. 

" Your reply at your earliest convenience will oblige," &c. 

Signed by the two Circuit Stewards^ the Society Steward, and 
twenty-five other members of the Quarterly Meeting, 

The spirit manifested in this document, is admirable. It should be 
remembered that the true character of the President's " new rule" was 

* The SupermtendeDt. 
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not generally known at the time it was forwarded to him ; there conld 
he no reference in it, therefore, to the unconstitutional nature of the 
resolution under the authority of which the President professed to act. 
Only one resolution of Conference had heen puhlished, and it is 
evidently on the supposition that the President acted upon his own 
interpretation of that resolution, that the request of the official repre- 
sentatives of Methodism in S is grounded. 

The reply of the President is as follows : — 

(copy.) * 

" Dear Sir, ' 

** I have received your communication, which is 
far more respectful and Christian than many I have received on the 
same subject. To me, as well as every one of our members, it belongs 
not to mend or alter our laws, but to keep them. On the Idth of 
August the Conference solemnly decided that no Superintendent 
should invite to his Circuit or employ the Rev. J. Caughey and some 
other Preachers whose names were then mentioned. This decision is 
as valid and binding as any law of the Connexion. I have no power 
to relax it. It is to be regretted that some of the brethren have acted 
in defiance of this. Some of them plead ignorance, which probably 
may form an excuse. Those that cannot offer that plea have done it 
at their peril, and must stand in their lot on the reckoning day. With 
Christian regards to those brethren who have signed your memorial, 

*' I am yours respectfully, 
" January 8, 1847." " William Atherton. 



Gravis ira regum semper* Notwithstanding the severity and 
positivity manifested by the President, the opinion is gaining ground 
that it is doubtful which party will be in the worst position " on the 
reckoning day" — those who have outraged charity and evaded Metho- 
dist law for the purpose of opposing Mr. Caughey, or those who have 
befriended him, and have yet shown all proper respect and submission 
to the acknowledged laws and usages of the Connexion. 



It is evident from the whole tenor of events connected with Mr. 
Caughey's case, that the Methodist public would have remained totally 
ignorant of the nature of the proceedings against him, but for acci- 
dental circumstances. We are also justified in sut)posing that if the 
Corresponding Secretary, the Rev. A. £. Farrar, had not requested 
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permission of the President to send to Mr. Caughey a copy of the 
Resolution addressed to the American Bishops, even that obvious act 
of ** coanesy and propriety " would have been neglected, — a plain in- 
dication that both hurry and confusion marked the transaction. 

It might hove been expected, however, that the letter of the Cor- 
responding Secretary (see page 26) would contain some allusion to the 
Declaration made by the President. But this we look for in vain. 
The paragraph which furnishes most information as to the position of 
the parties concerned is the following : — " The discussion to which 
the resolution gave rise, has placed your friends in such circum- 
stances, that I fear, except at the hazard of seeming to violate Con- 
nexional Unity, they will not be able to offer you any longer their 
pulpits. I implored that privilege for myself; which would have 
been most readily conceded, except as it would have formed a prece- 
dent : now. If at all I must do it upon my own responsibility." Now 
this, I must be allowed to think, is exceedingly vague and unsatis- 
factory. Like the oracular responses of the Delphic Pythoness, it 
may be interpreted in a twofold sense. Literally, it means nothing : 
there is no falsehood in it ; but there is no definite statement of truth. 
It is a very kind and friendly intimation of and about something that 
is not told ; and the conclusion is, that although Conference did not 
and would not authoritatively sanction a precedent, it did not forbid 
such a thing, but left the superintendents to act " upon their own 
responsibility, as they always had done ; and if in so doing any one 
of them should offer his pulpit to Mr. Caughey, it would only be " at 
the hazard of seeming to violate connexional unity !" 

Viewed in the light of those extraordinary circumstances, a know- 
ledge of which the Connexion has received from unofficial sources, 
the letter of the Corresponding Secretary is not the sort of commu- 
nication that ought to have accompanied the resolution of Conference 
when forwarded to Mr. Caughey. If, however, it be an honest 
expression of the writer's own view of the state of the case, as we 
must in candour take it to be, it is valuable as showing how little 
idea was entertained by official parties of magnifying the President's 
strange act into a law of the Connexion, The only fear expressed 
is an indistinct apprehension of "seeming to violate connexional 
unity !" — which, by the bye, is a new phrase in the Wesleyan Church. 
It is not easy to discover what is meant by it, because in this instance 
the particular course of conduct to which the Con*esponding Secretary 
directs attention, if adopted by any of the Mmisters, would be a 
departure hY)m uniformity rather than a violation of " connexional 
unity" It }s manifest that where no connexional rule or principle 

G 
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^xiste^^ there coiild be do violation of the unity of the body : and k 
is further evident^ that the existence even of a connexional rule or 
principle is perfectly compatible with great diversity in operation and 
practice, and a consequent 4vant of uniformity ; otherwise the different 
modes of public worship whichxhtain among us as a Connexion cQuld 
pot exist without " seeming. to violate connexional unity" I suppose 
it will be allowed that, except in all which involves the vital truths of 
X^Jhristianity, we have not yet reached the semper eadem of the Papacy. 

In concluding ''the whole matter/* two points of considerable 
importance rest with great, if not equal, weight upon (he heart of every 
^e Wesleyan. 

1. ^hejther by design or by accident, — whether of set purpose, or 
in consequence of the underworking of a clandestine scheme so ta 
influence and .dii^ect the public business of the body as to accomplish 
at all hazards a certain result,-7-the lamentable spectacle has been 
exhibited to the ponnexion of its great directive and legislative 
assembly placing itself in opposition to those first principles, produc- 
tive of the vital energy of Methodism, which grow out of, and aro 
sustained by, revival efibrta. Jn other and plainer terms, the Con* 
ierence and revivals, by the procedure regarding Mr. Caughey, are 
placed in direct antagonism. I ]^now this will be denied, and 1 have 
neither time nor space to go into those considerations which prove the 
point thus stated. I refer, once for all, to the open, broad, and plain 
aspect of the whole case, from which it appears that an individual, — 
aroimd whom, more^than any other man iu this country for the last 
half century, have been gathered all the.hi£h and pure principles of 
revival motive and action, — is summarily ejected*^ from the Wesleyan 
territory for no real offence ; and there I leave it. 

— ^With this saving remark, however : — Tbat J hope and believe the 
Conference did neither intend nor would knowingly consent to occupy 
a position so contrary to its true genius and mission ; and there is, 
therefore, ground for the expectatiop ihsU, although temporary damage 
may have been inflicted, it will speedily be remedied, and the Cout 
pexion will resume it& onward and united course, with greater 
aggregate efficiency a^d sijccess than even 

2. However wise and judicious, however effective and stringent, th^ 
precautionary provisions fm,^ safeguards of the Connexion may be io. 

* S9» Appeadix, G. 
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themselves^ and in their influence upon the general operations of the 
hody, — upon its courts^ its ordinary discipline^ and its business- 
meetings; — there is yet a fearful possibility that they may all be 
over-leaped or evaded^ if those who hold in their hands the adminis-* 
tration of the system in deteil, take up and attempt to accomplish 
other objects than those great Wesleyan and Chiistian purposes, in 
the pursuit of which our ecclesiastical structure has been upreared> 
and the Connexion has reached its present position of numerical and 
moral power. If the mighty energies of the system he thus turned 
liside from their legitimate objects^ they may indeed effect great and 
magnificent results ; but they must inevitably be suicidal in operation, 
and may in the end produce connexional feebleness, and spiritual 
destitution. It is not to be denied that the case now before the 
Wesleyan community is a singular instance in point. If the great 
enstaininff principle of the Connexion — '' to spread Scriptural holi-^ 
ness through the land*' — had influenced and governed the decision of 
the Conference — (and had time been allowed for deliberation, this 
would have been the case)— rit is self-evident that greater caution 
would have been exercised, and the Christian Church would have been 
spared the humiliating spectacle of beholding the head of one of its 
most respectable and influential sections, at war. with the very elements 
of its vitality and success. Nothing but a constant and unvarying 
assertion of those true conservative principles which Apostolic Chris-^ 
tianity and Methodism possess in common, — not the most admirable 
structural framework of ordinances and regulations, that men or 
angels could devise, — wiH preserve any religious community from the 
operation and influence of worldly policy and expediency, and prevent 
the recorrence of events precisely of the same character as those 
which the Wesleyan Community has recently witnessed, and over 
which the hearts of the most pious of our Israel daily mourn. 

" The LETTER killeth, hut the spirit giveth life" 
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NOTB A, PAGB 7» 

1?HB following letter from Richard Craig^ Esq., of Dublin^ con- 
taining some additional particulars respecting Mr. Caughey's visit to 
that city^ is too valuable to be omitted. 

" Dublin, 9th March, 1847. 
" Dear 8ir, — After the Conference of 1S41, the Society connected 
with Henderick-street Chapel was looking forward with no small 
degree of anxiety to the expected ministrations of the Rev. Robinson 
Scott, who had been appointed to this city, and whose reported love 
for revivals had made his appointment an exceedingly popular one. 
On Sunday, 8th August, the day on which Mr. Scott was expected 
to preach for the first time in that Chapel, Mr. Canghey delivered 
his first message on this side of the Atlantic. His metibod of reading 
the Psalms and Lessons for the day, and his passing remarks, seemed 
to make a most favourable impression on the congregation : and he 
preached a sermon, in his own peculiarly tender, heart-searching, and 
affecting manner, which will not soon be forgotten. Its effect was 
astonishing. The people were delighted with their new preacher ; 
but behold ! on enquiry, it was discovered not to be Mr. Scott, but 
" a stranger from America**' In le8» time than I have been writing, 
it was decided that uaother brother (Fielding) and myself, should 
hasten after, and endeavour to prevail on him to preach again. <* "i^ -f^ 
So much for his first sermon. His last in Dublin was preached iu 
Abbey-street Chapel on a week evening. I had frequently gone there 
to hear other great men preach occasional sermons on the Sabbath, 
but never before did I see that large Chapel, the most spacious we 
had in the city, so deosely crowded : such a mass of human beings in 
such a space I had never before seen. Although many of his hearers, 
from the immense pressure, must have been exceedingly uncomforta- 
ble, his sermon was heard with the deepest attention. Sorrow *' that 
they should see his face no more," seemed to be depicted on almost 
every countenance* At the conclusion he earnestly requested all 
present, but especially the young converts, to be attentive to the means 
of grace, more especially those for Christian communion ; and urged 
upon them the necessity of exercising liberality in the cause of God. 
lie then spoke of the kindly beimng of the Preachers towards him, 
and of their brotherly love ; and with a delicacy of feeling which did 
him honour, he expressed his fears that, from the way he had been 
labouring amongst them, they might expect too much from their 
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ministers. To guard agaiast this he iDformed them, that if he was 
stationed among them, as his brethren around him were, it woald be 
utterly impossible for him to fulfil the duties of the circuit, and at the 
same time carry on the meetings, evening after evening, as he had 
done. He then bade those near him farewell, and with great difficulty 
got home. 

" I think that the number brought to God during his ministry in 
Dublin was about 700, nearly half of whom were from the world. 
During the five years prior to his visit, the average number of mem- 
bers in the Dublin Society was 1267 ; and the average annual number 
of emigrations during the same period was 39. During the five years 
which have elapsed since Mr. Caughey s visit, the average number 
of members has been 1592, and of emigrations, 62 annually for four 
years, no return of emigrations having been made for the year 1846. 
This shows a clear average increase of 325, besides making up the 
deficiencies caused by emigration. Formerly the society was only 
able to pay three preachers ; within a very few years of Mr. Caughey s 
visit, by much exertion, the expense of /our was met ; but in conse- 
quence of the blessing of the Most High on his labours, we are now 
able, from having such an increase of members, to su})port six. 
Thus even in a financial point of view, his services in Dublin were 
invaluable, and, as it appears, produced lasting good. The amount of 
money subscribed to some of the most important funds of the Society 
has also increased considerably, as the following statement shows : — 

▲terage of Ave yean Average of five yean 

prior to Mr. Caogbey's subsequent to Mr. Caugbey'a 
visit. visit. 

£ 8. d. £ B. d. 

Yearly Collection 156 1 11 174 11 11 

Education Fund 48 16 55 11 

Chapel Fund 58 2 64 13 10 

Missions 585 615 15 2 



847 18 1 910 II 11 

So that to these four funds there has been a gross average annual 
increase of about £63. 

" Here, then, we have from the Minutes of Conference, a demon- 
strative proof, whether reference be made to the etenial or temporal 
interests of the society, that the work which was wrought through 
Mr. Caughey 's instrumentality, was indeed of God, and not the efifect 
of mere animal excitement or fanaticism ; and the results have heea 
such as I am able to prove as unequalled in the entire history of 
Methodism in Dublin. 

'' Taking the lowest ground, — simply as a matter of finance, — the 
opponents of Mr. Caughey would be acting a much wiser part if they 
were to make an application to the American authorities to permit 
him to remain in these kingdoms, and then employ him in a similar 
position to that occupied by the lamented Gideon Ouseley in this 



country, namely, that of going through the laud AS he pleased, visiting 
the different societies, and promoting a revival of the wO)rk of G od' 
amongst us. Thus hy the hlessing of God, would many he ad dedt 
to the Church, and augmented financial prosperity he the result. 

*' The secret of Mr. Caughey's success in Dublin was, that he 
always acknowledged the necessity of the Spirit's influence to make 
his ministrations pro&UiMe to the people. Hence he spent many' 
hours of each day on his knees, with his bible spread open before him» 
asking wisdom from on higlr, and beseeching^a blessing from God on 
the preaching of hisr word. This while at Mp. Fielding's (and I 
believe Mr. McComas's), was his almost constant employment 
between breakfast and dinner. Whenever he suffered himself to be 
prevailed upon to spend an evening out/ he usuidly retired an hour 
before the commencement of the evening's service, in order again to 
cry to God for a blessing on the people. I have, on more than one 
occasion, accompanied Mm from my own or from a friend's house to 
the house of God, and during the whole of our walk he scarcely ever 
exchanged a word with me, — seemingly lost in- contemplation of the 
importance of the work in which he was about ta be engaged. What 
a contrast to the bearing of some ministers in similar circumstances f 
He showed that he felt it ta be his one business to be made instru- 
mental in the' salvation of sinners. 

" At a tea-^neeting iu Hendenck-street Chapel, which took place a 
few days before he left Dublin, Mr. Waugh, the Superintendent, in 
the presence of the preachers and leaders, and on behalf of the Society, 
returned him thaiiks for his labours amongst us ; and promised that 
as far as in him lay, every ftcility should be afforded Mr. Caughey for 
his visits to the different Societies in this land. Such a statement, 
from such an order-loving man as Mr. Waugh, speaks trumpet-tongued 
as to the high opinion he then entertained of his piety, usefulness, and 
obedience. I have no reason to think that his opinion has undergoner 
the slightest change. I am, dear Sir, affectionately yours, 

" " R. Craig. " 



NOTB B, PAGE. 13. 

The following account of the " Located Relation," as it exists* in 
America, which Mr. Taylor seemed to think was too oecult and 
mysterious a matter for British Methodists to understand, has already 
been extensively circulated, and is repeated here as a convenient 
means of reference for those who may not have seen it before; 

' When Mr. Caughey first arrived in Europe^ he was on '' leave of 
absence" from his Conference, and his name waff printed as such in 
the Troy Minutes. At the end of two years' " leave of absence," ob 
his own application, the Troy Conference granted him a certificate of 
location, so that he is now a located Minister of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church of America. Such an office does not exist in the 



British Wesleyan Connexion, and it has, therefore, been confounded 
with that of a Superannuated or supernumerary preacher; but the tw0> 
are essentially different. The following explanation may be relied 
upon ; — 

' " A location is to sit down ; that is, to cease from the itinerant 
.work ; but not to cease from being an accredited minister of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. When a minister asks a location, it is 
generally understood that he is able to perform the work of an itinerant 
preacher ; but he wishes to cease from the itinerant work on account 
of domestic or other temporal affairs ; which, in the opinion of the 
Conference, are a sufficient reason why his request should be granted. 
As he takes this relation voluntarily, it is supposed he is confident of 
some honourable means of support, independently of the funds of the 
church: it is, therefore a rule in our economy, that such a minister 
has no claims upon the funds during hi« location. He retains his 
ordination parchments ; and his Conference certi^eate is given him, 
in lieu of his name appearing on the minutes. 'He has authority to 
preach, to baptize, bury the dead, consecrate and administer the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper, in the absence of an itinerant elder; 
or, in the presence of the latter, assist, if necessary, in the adminis- 
tration of that ordinance; and te perform the ceremony of marriage. 

' " In case of heresy or immorality, he ^ay be suspended by the 
preacher in charge of the circuit to which he belongs; afterwards tried 
by a Committee of preachers; and, if found guilty, the suspension is 
confirmed till the next quarterly meeting Conference, before which it 
is the duty of the accused to appear; and, in case of condemnation, 
the President demands his ordination parchments and Conference 
certificate, and expels him from the church of God. He has, however, 
the right of appeal to the next Annual Conference, and from their 
.decision there can be no appeal. 

" Such locations are very-jeommon in our church. Sometimes our 
ministers have been compelled, by circumstances over which they have 
no control, to retain the relation for life ; with this important advantage 
to the church, that the funds are not burdened by their suppoit : but 
generally, after one, two, six, or more years, they offer themselves 
again to Conference, and if their character be untarnished, and health 
good, and not in embarrassed circumstances, either as to debt or a large 
family, it is customary to receive them again into the itinerancy, and 
they are reinstalled into their former position, without any reference 
to the time spent in the located relation ; and always in preference to 
new candidates. Nor has it any influence upon their future allowance, 
ip c^e^f a superiiumerary or superannuated relation Afterwards."^ 

* The " Conference certificate,"' mentioned above, which distinguishes 
a 'located" from an itinerant. Minister of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of America, is as follows : — 

* Caughey's Letters, Vol. i. rf. 230, 234, 236. See also Dr. Bangs's " Uja* 
tory of the Methodist Episcopal Church*" 
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To James Catighey, — The Troy Annual Conference hath 
permitted you to perform the office of an elder in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, in your located station, so long as you conform 
to the doctrines and discipline of the church, and walk worthy of 
your vocation as a Minister of the Gospel. - ' 

" Elijah Hedding, 
" One of the Bishops of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 
" Burlington, Vt., June 9, 1842." 



' In reference to this '' certificate/' Mr. Caughey says : — 

' " This document Bishop Hedding sent to me in England, and of 
course, with the distinct understaudiug that' I have a right to go to the 
ends of the earth, and preach the gospel, or for any other lawful and 
laudahle purpose ; and this, too, without any express stipulation as 
to the exact time of my return; only, that I hear my own expenses, 
and travel as hecometh a Minister of Jesus Christ." 

When Mr. Caughey was in Sheffield he received a letter from 
Bishop Hedding which conlirms his own statements fully. It is as 
follows : — 
^ " Trenton, New Jersey, U. S., April 23, 1844. 

V Rev. James Caughey. 

" My dear Brother, — Your letter to the Rev. E. Chichester lies 
before me. I am thankful for the ^reiit work God has wrought 
through your labours in Ireland and England. 

" You were regularly located, at your own request, as a Minister in 
good standing in the Methodist Episcopal Church, by act of the Troy 
Annual Conference, of which you were a member. And if you return 
to this country with proper testimonials of your good conduct, you 
would be joyfully received as a member of the Conference, and a 
regular travelling preacher, as such location and return to the travel- 
ling Connexion, is perfectly consistent with our rules and usages. 

*' Thousands would rejoice to see you return and unite with ns 
again in the work of God in this country. 

'* The work of God prospers in this land. May God bless and 
prosper you wherever you labour. 

" Your aflectionate brother in Christ, 

" Elijah Hedding." 



Note C, page 27. , 

Letter from the Rev. James Caughey, to the Rev. Robert Newton, 
D.D., on receiving a copy of the Resolution of the British 
Conference, 

** 30, Fawcett-street, Sunderland, August 1 7, 1846. 
" Rev. Dr. Newton. 

" Dear Sir, — A copy of a ' Resolution' passed by the late Wesleyan 
Conference, regarding myself, has been kindly forwarded me by tho 
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Rev. A. E. Farrar. To one sentence in that resolution I must object : 
* who professes to be a minister in connection with the Troy Confer- 
ence.' Now, our American brethren will consider the profession of 
connection with the Troy Conference, to be a claim, on my part, of 
membership, which is not a fact; nor have I professed any such 
connection since my ' location in 1842. That I have professed 
myself a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church in America, 'in 
good standing/ I deny not. This is still what I profess to be. ' Fair 
play is a jewel !' Do me the justice then, as Secretary of Conference, 
if you are at liberty to do so, to insert — ' who professes to be a 
minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church in America,' instead of 
the objectionable sentence. If you are not at liberty so to do, and a 
storm is raised against me on the other side of the waters, I must 
resort to the best means of defence which circumstances will allow. 
That some sticklers for ecclesiastical order, in America, will exclaim, 
' imposition V I anticipate ; that some American papers will attempt 
to ' rate me on the subject, and that certain English papers wiU echo 
, their sentiments in this land, is more than probable, — a sense of my 
' own insignificance is not sufficient to allay apprehensions of such 
compliments from the press of both countries. 

*' As I cannot possibly leave this country for some months to come, 
owing to the preparation of a couple of volumes for the press, with 
which I am now engaged ; should you not feel yourself justified by 
the urgency and necessity and justice of the case to make the alteration 
1 ask for ; I must submit, and, with a heart trusting in God, await 
calmly the results. 

" Again, the ' resolution' would seem to indicate that I have refused 
submission to ecclesiastical supervision, responsibility, or control, 
while in England. Waving the fact that I have never been officially 
requested by the ' authorities' in this country to join the Wesleyan 
church, and thus act under and in accordance with the usages of that 
church, while in this country — (an act to which I have had no particular 
objection all along, had I judged that my ministerial brethren consi- 
dered it essential to the peace and security of the ' Wesleyan body,* 
as also to my own responsibility to the enforcers of Wesleyan disci" 
pline;) — I would ask, is the insinuation which is evidently couched in 
the above clause of the resolution altogether correct P Does it convey 
an honest and fair report of my conduct to America ? Is it likely to 
make a just and good impression there ? Havel, in any instance, 
(except in Liverpool), visited any circuit for the purpose of holding 
special services, without havingbeen first invited by the superintendent ? 
Have I, in any case, stayed one week, in any place, longer than his 
express wish ? Has there been no power lodged with the superin- 
tendents of circuits to put a stop to my proceedings where and whet^ 
they pleased ? Have I ever refused such control ? Why then send 
to America a document conveying sentiments so strong and so unqua* 
lifted P Surely it could not have arisen from any ill-will enter- 
tained against me personally, by any member of the Wesleyan 
Conference: for sure I am, I have never attempted to injure the 

H 
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, reputation or influence of any minister of that hody. Xor can I 
, allow myself to think this resolotion sprang from any design to do me 
an injury in America, or to lessen me in the esteem of the anthorities 
of oar chnrch in that conntry. Charity has led me to place myself, 
the last few hoars, in eveiy possible position that would be advantageous 
to my brethren, when viewing the hearings of this resolntion. I have 
done so, that I may be enabled better to keep my heart right towards 
those excellent men who compose your Conference ; but whatever 
sense they may have chosen to attach to its spirit and peculiar 
phraseology, I know veiy well the light in which it may be viewed on the 
other side. That this decision, coming, as it does, from such a grave 
and influential body as the British Conference, shall receive immediate 
and strict attention in America, no one in his sober senses can doubt. 

" That insinuations have been industriously circulated by some 
members of the Wesleyan connexion, that I am responsible to no 
church for my conduct, yoo are aware. That such insinuations were 
gratuitous and false, is evident from this appeal to the American 
bishops. A termination of my 'leave of absence* is asked for — 
' already so unusually prolonged.' But why appeal to them, if the 
opinion prevailed, that I am in no way responsible to them P I could 
imagine the possibility of the resolution being sent out as a 'feeler ;* 
but I disaird this as being unworthy of the candour and independence 
of such a deliberate body. It is no matter in what way the bishops 
may think proper to decide upon my proceedings, when your resolu^ 
tion lies before them ; to every sober and unprejudiced person it will 
appear that the Wesleyan Conference have, up to the time of passing 
that resolution, considered me to be responsible to the American 
Church for my character and conduct. 

" But I must hasten this long letter to a conclusion. I shall say 
nothing at present about the success which has attended my humble 
ministry in this country ; nor of the benefits accruing therefrom to 
Methodism and her Institutions, with regard to numbers, piety of a 
deeper tone, and financial prosperity, in those places where I have 
laboured. Still it does appear to me, that such an appeal to American 
interference might have been accompanied with some kind recog* 
nition by the Conference of the labours of their unworthy brother. 
And this could have been done with a good grace in the same docu- 
ment that respectfully indicates to the American Bishops that my 
stay has been ' prolonged' by their permission. 

" Had the ' sense* of the Conference been ' taken on this point of 
< simple courtesy,' I can scarcely think it would have been withheld. 

" rerhaps it was presumption ; but I did hope that four or five 
years hard toil, voluntary though it was, might possibly have enabled 
me to carry back to the country from whence I came, such expressions 
of confidence and * approof from the British Conference, as I could 
present with joy and ' honest boldness' to my brethren in authority, 
and which I could read and re-read with gratitude and delight in the 
^dining years of my future life. 

*' Such a token of their approbation and brotherly love, to say 
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nothing of gratitude, would not, iu the opinion of good men, have * 
been at all derogatory to the honour of that wise, venerable, and 
highly honourable body ; while it would have greatl}' smoothed the 
way of their unworthy brother on his return to America, after all his 
wanderings and hardships in foreign lands. 

" There are certain courtesies which are very agreeable to us in 
this life, which cost us very little, and which, when rendered, are 
very far from being degrading to the condescending party ; even 
though offered to a common beggar ! Surely, then, a weak — perhaps • 
mistaken — but sincere brother, who had been cheered onward in his 
holy toil by some of the most holy and devoted ministers of your 
body, and also by very many of the choicest servants of God among 
the laity, might have shared in some of those ' amicable civilities* 
usually so prevalent in Conference, when circumstances permit, and 
which, in civilized life, are always accounted valuable. 

" My hope and trust are in God. My eye, I believe, is single to 
the glory of God and the good of souls immortal in all I do. I know 
not that I entertain in my heart any feeling contrary to love toward 
any human being : especially would I declare this with regard to a 
few who have thought proper, so systematically, and, I would hope, 
conscientiously, to oppose my movements in this couutiy. 

" I am a stranger in this land ; others have been long and favour- 
nbly known, and deservedly too ; yet a stranger has a right to be 
heard. I shall cause no disturbance in the Wesleyan Connexion. 
God did not send me to England for any such purpose. That he 
did send we, and has been with me, I firmly believe, whatever others 
may think to the contrary notwithstanding. 

" Whether I have made 'full proof of my ministry,* and of that 
^ call,* since my arrival on these shores, modesty dictates I should 
leave others to decide. 

" I had no intention of writing so much when I began; but the 
pen may write, as well as the tongue speak, out of the abundance of 
the heart. 

" I remain, reverend and dear Sir, your affectionate brother in 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 

" James Caughet." 



Note D, page 28. 

Without doubt the position occupied by the Doctor in this case is 
anything but creditable to him as the official representative of the 
Conference ; and his short and not very courteous reply to the above 
admirable and deeply-affecting letter does not improve it : — 
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My Dear Brother, 

I am sorry if any misunderstanding have taken place as to your 
relation to Troy Conference. I believe that all the Brethren of our 
Conference who have been the best acquainted with you since you 
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came to this conntiy thought you heloDged to Troy, as jour name 
Ictst appeared on Uieir print^ minotes aome fom* years siiice, when 
you 'located/ At least no one said a word to the contrary. I 
expect the letter to the American Bishops is already posted; and 
therefore no rerhel alteration can now take place. I am yoiirs> 
faithfully, " Robert Nswton. 

'' Higher Broaghton^ Aug. 24^ 184(;.'" 



Note E, page 41. 

The return of numbers from HiTDi>ERSFrBLi> has been recently 
extracted from the *' revi?al register" with great care, deductions being 
itoade for children and all cases of a doubtful nature. The following 
additional particulars are important: — " Mr. Caoghey came to Hud- 
dersfield on the 4th of May, 1844, and spent a week with us^ The 
numbers in Society at the previous March Quarter-day were 2274. 
On the September Quarter-day we stood 2324 ; and in December, 
2368. On his second visit, Mr. Canghey commenced his labours on 
the first day of December, 1844, and on the March Quarter-day 
following (1845) our numbers were, in Society 2481, and on trial 
645. The revival services were concluded on the 27th of April, and 
on the June Quarter-day following the numbers were, in Society 3023, 
and on trial 382. This shows an increase to our Society of 749, 
besides the large additions which were made to the different denomi- 
nations of the town, and also to all the adjoining Circuits.** 

The visit of Mr. Caughey to Chesterfield (noticed incidentally 
un page 19,) was attended by the power of the Most High in a 
remarkable degree, and was eminently successful in the conversion 
of sinners. 'Dia following detailed account of the results will be 
interesting to many : — 
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It has often been objected to these revival Services that the ueur 
converts do not stand steadfast, bnt in numberless instances fall away^ 
and increase the ranks of backsliders. It wonld be an interesting 
point to ascertain under what circumstances the large number of back- 
sliders mentioned in the preceding table, and in the York statistics on 
page J 7, were Jirst brought to God. There is little doubt the result 
of such an enquiry would be to reduce the famous objection referred. 
to, to most diminutive proportions. 



Note F, page 46^ 

Extracts of, a Letter written by Mr, Caughey on his labours bein j|> 
interrupted at Gateshead. 

" Gateshead, Sept. 11, 1846. 

" My dear Brother , — I am off for Scarborough to morrow* 

My health is affected — throat threatens— but the doors are closing 
with such a rapid dash in my face, X naust fly into solitude and 
seclusion. * * To avoid splits and f)arties I fiee / * * *; 
I have much agitation and perplexity. P^actf— no splits — ^no divi^ 
^ions in Wesleyan Methodism, is my motto — ^my sincere motto. 
They seem determined to make an Aitken of me, but they cannot da 
i'^ it. I have invitations to join another body— the door is wide open 
iii0i£' — but no! Wesleyan Methodism shall not be injured by me. * 
* * / feel nothing contranj to love — / am determined to Jetl 
nothing contrary to that, God has purified my heart. The devil 
thrusts hard at me, but he finds nothing contrary to love; — and 
love, you know, worketh no ill to its neighbour. * * * 
That a certain few are causing the enemies if the cross to triumph I 
know: but are they rejoicing the hearts of the saints ? Is it, can it 
be, right to stop a work of God like this, when poor sinners are crying 
for mercy — and the masses just beginning to feel — and let th^m go 
down to hell for whom Christ bled and groaned and died? And 
all for what P Church orper ! Still I Jly — and shall leave the con- 
troversy between God and them. They have arrested my arm — let 
God see to it. There is a voice to me in all these things; — it is a 
51 voice from God. Perhaps to render me happy in America; for had 
^ I left in the full tide of my success, I might have been wretched in^ 
^ America, and thought I had possibly stepped out of the order of God 
t in leaving England, if unblessed for a time witli success there ! This. 
\i thought is worthy of close and careful consideration by all who feel 
123 pei-plexed at those things which have happened me. I wish they all 
could read these sentiments ; they {night calm and quiet their heartSr 
into love, patience, and holy trust in God, as they do mine. I have 
been sad and perplexed; and the deril has been, and is, very tfngry,, 
]» * ^ bnt he is chained. Alas ! it seems a very long chain ! — but 
^ he cannot break it — * * * he cannot touch me. God will 
^ ehake heaven, and earth, and helU ere he will let him injure one haii^ 
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of my head. I am safe beneath the wings of Jehovah ; — as a \i\i\e 
child I rest quietly there^ and am happy amidst all the din that there 
is without. 

" But souls are perishing ! Hush my soul ! — Hush ! — the Lord 
God Omnipotent reigneth. Tell my friends, as they value my affec'- 
tiorii my confidence, and friendship ; as they value my character 
and influence both in England and America, that they abstain from 
any ' demonstrations* more than have already been made ; that they 
keep close to Wesleyan Methodism; every feeling which would 
alienate, every motion for splits, parties, separaiion, is from the 
devil. Wesleyan Methodism, at certain times, may get into bad hands 
— perhaps, I should rather say, injudicious hands, — still it is destined 
to grow, and spread, and prevail, and shall when we arr ftll in heaven f 
This is the honest feeling of my heart mow. I should like to have 
had an opportunity for a few months longer — till I get my manuscripts 
into press, — to have fought the devil, and won a few more perishing 
thousands from his ranks, — hut, tb.'r will of the Lord be bone \ 
* * I remain, dear Brother, your weak, agitated, but most affec-- 
tionate brother in Jesus Christ our Lord, 

"James Caughet." 



KOTE G, PAGE 66i 

There is no intention by the strong statement in the testt to fastisn' 
upon the entire Conference the odium of this proceeding. lu ordinary 
parlance, whatever has been done, per fas et nefas, by the parties 
concerned in forwarding the business to so anomalous a conclusion, is* 
said to have been done hy the Conference : but I think the whole 
history of the case leads to a more just inference. The Conference, 
speaking generally, knew little of Mr. Caughey except by report. A 
persona] knowledge of the man, and of his proceedhigs, was not pos- 
sessed by one-third of the members present ; and, in his case, common 
report had been rather more than usually dectractive and mendacious. 
The Conference,, therefore,, was pas«M to a remarkable degree under 
the machinations of those of its members who sought the exclusion'of 
Mr. Caughey ; and though it was at last, as by coup de main, moved 
to action, it was with such imperfectness of aim and want of immediate 
effect in the estimation of the movers, that they were compelled to 
resort to more summary means, of which we have seen the result both 
in the unauthorised act of the President^ and in subsequent proceedings. 

How striking the contrast when we turn from the painful aspect of 
the case in this country^ to the conduct of the American authorities ! 
From them, at all events, kindness and consideration are experienced, 
«nd the dignified friendliness of his Bishop, as exhibited in the follow- 
^gp letter, becomes both the Christian and the Gentleman :— 
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C^py of a Letter frmii Bishop Hedding to the Rev. James Caughey. 

" Poughkeepsie, New York, Dec. 26ih, 1846. 

** Dear Brother, — I received yours of the 9tb of last September, 
referring to Res. of the £ng. We?. Conf., which Resolutions I had 
before received* I have had no opportunity of laying the subject be- 
fore my colleagues. The Bishops of our church have no control over 
located preachers respecting places where they may labour \ yet I can- 
Bot withhold the opmiou that there is a want of conformity to the 
usages of the Methodist £. Church, in your remaining so long in 
England without uniting with the Wesleyan Connexion there. 

" I am glad to find in your letter that you intend to return to this 
country as soon as convenient ; and I hereby earnestly reqtust you 
not to fail of doing so. 

" Notwithstanding your long absence, I doubt not that preachers 
and people will welcome you with joyful hearts. The papers from 
England in reference to your case are all in my hands, and no use 
will be made of them to your injury. 

'* Very affectionately, 

'* Elijah Hbdding. 

" Rev. James Caughey." 

Mr. Caughey remarks on this letter — " The words • Res.' and 
' Resolutions' perplex me. There seems to be some indication that 
he has received more than one Resolution from the English Confer- 
ence. If so, I feel confident the Bishop will not conceal from me any 
' matter that may have an unfavourable bearing upon the case. Till 
this be ascertained, it becomes me to hope all things and believe all 
things, — the best things of all men, especially of those whom we 
cannot but believe are good men." 

The above letter from Bishop Hedding was written in reply to one 
sent to him, which will be found in the preface to Mr. Caughey's 
Fourth Volume of " Lettera," and which is well worth perusal. lu 
that docijiment he says, — " Had I thought of remaining so long in 
this country, I certainly should have felt it to be my duty to have 
Huited myself with the Wesleyan church, as a local preacher. The 
great uncertainty as to the time of my return alone prevented me, 
and not any feeling of insubordination to church government, nor 
any apprehension that such a step would lessen me in the estimation 
of my brethren, on my return to America." 

This paragraph in Mr. Caughey's letter appears to have elicited 
from the Bishop that expression of opinion respecting Mr. Caughey's 
position in this country which closes the first paragraph of his com- 
munication. I humbly think with regard to it, that the Bishop does 
not very clearly express his own meaning. We may ask. What 
particular usages of the M. E. Church has Mr. Caughey neglected 
to observe and conform to ? Is it a usage, or is it a mere propriety 
of position, that, when an American Minister comes to reside in this 
<;ountry for a considerable space of time^ he should enter into regular 
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communion with and relation to the English Connexion, at the same 
time that it is his intention to retain his standing in his own church, 
and return to it ? Would not such a position be just as anomalous 
and extraordinary as that which Mr. Caughey has hitherto borne ? 
And would not the official recognition of either of them be the estab- 
lishment of a new usage, whether permitted in the English or in the 
Transatlantic church ? Let every curcumstauce and consideration 
stand for what it is worth, and then I think the Bishop s meaning will 
appear to be simply this,— /Aa/ Mr. Caughey s position was an 
unusual one. No doubt it was : — perhaps almost unprecedented. 
And when ihe most has been made of it, what thenP The thorough, 
Wesleyan, thinking, Methodist is referred to the remarks on page 31 
for an answer. 

Common report, however, does not now meddle so mucli with Mr. 
Caughey's ministerial or ecclesiastical position, as with his character. 
It is discovered that he is an unlimited promise-breaker; that he has 
disappointed the expectations of those who were his friends in num- 
berless instances, both with regard to the period and manner of his 
return home, and to his acceptance of invitations to labour among 
other religious bodies.— Every individual objector takes his own vie\v 
of these matters, and pronounces upon the whole case accordingly, — 
ALL IN GOOD TIME, as I have no doubt coming events will show. 
Nothing is easier than to affirm of a man that he has said he would 
pursue a certain line of conduct, and, because he may not have 
followed the whims and fancies of others, that he has adopted a con- 
trary coarse, and is therefore not to be trusted* In all this there is a 
total want of that Christian consideration in minor matters which, as 
members of a religious community, we owe to each other. Bui it 
alters not the grand features of the case. All trifles, all little, 
minor, petty objections, which owe their existence solely to a misap- 
prehension of circumstances and acts, will be as if they had never 
been, when the main facts connected with Mr. Caughey 's mission to 
our Connexion, shall have taken their place in the religious and eccle- 
siastical history of this nation, — side by side with the memorable 
movements of George Whiti^ield and the two Wesleys. 

Let me not be blamed for attaching too much importance to Mr. 
€aughey and the results of his visit. I think the facts and argu- 
ments of this pamphlet fully support the opinions I have ventured to 
express, for which it must be understood I alone am responsible^ 
though it is high satisfaction to know that they are participated by a 
large body of intelligent and pious members of the Wesleyan Con- 
nexion. It will be time to take lower ground when the facts and 
reasonings which base my position are shown to be fallacious. 

My own attachment to Wesleyan Methodism remains unshaken. 
To her ministers, also, her disciplinary arrangements and doctrinal 
peculiarities, I trust I shall ever maintain and evince unwavering 
fidelity and affi^ction. There is reason to fear, and it is cause for deep 
sorrow, that some of the ministers in this case have not acted in strict 
accordance with the high and holy principles of Christian charity, truth. 
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and justice ; bnt it would be as siuful as it would be unjust^ to include 
the whple body of preachers in one sweeping condemnatory accusation, 
because of the faults of a few* Humanum est errare. Let the rule 
of charity therefore be extended to all classes of our common human^ 
ity, and the result will be great gain to the church in the increase of 
those lovely Christian graces, mutual forbearance and love. 

If I may be permitted to address my brethren, the members of the 
Methodist body, I would say, — Listen not to the persuasions of men 
who would induce you to act in anything contrary td the known usages 
and practices of the Connexion. Maintain your position inviolate 
both as members and contributors. Cultivate that proper respect and 
affection with which you ought to regard your appointed ministers, and 
all the invaluable institutions of Methodism. Do not suffer anything 
to hinder you in the due performance of all the duties which, as 
Wesleyaus, you have voluntarily taken upon yourselves ; and labour 
in the spirit of faith and prayer for the salvation of souls, and the 
extension of the Redeemer's kingdom. Such a course will leave no 
stings of conscience behind, A contrary course will inevitably cause 
barrenness in your own souls, and tend to produce strife in ihe church. 
But this will assuredly bring down the blessing of tie Most High 
upon the societies with which you are connected, and in that blessing 
you will richly participate. 
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